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Lent and Holy Week leading up to the
celebration of Easter typify the roller coaster nature of our

faith. The "low" point will be Good Friday as we journey with Jesus to the cross.
But the "high" point will come three days later with the wonderful news that
"Christ is risen!" Death and sorrow are vanquished, even though they still raise
their ugly heads in our everyday experience. Faith and hope empower us, even
though at times, they seem to come in short supply.

Highs and lows, sorrow and joy, ups and downs- these are the realities of our
daily lives. And these are also the realities of our faith. Remarkably, for the
Christian, the good news is that the "highs" will always somehow trump the
"lows". After death comes resurrection. After sorrow comes comfort. After
mistakes comes forgiveness.
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This is especially important for us to remember when the roller coaster of life
screams to a "low" point in our daily experience. The good news which Jesus
brings promises that the "high" will inevitably come. The lost will be found. The
wounded will find healing. The outcast will be welcomed.
. 
Prayer is especially helpful here. When things are going well it is important for us
to be thankful for God's abundant blessing. When things are not going so well, it
is important for us to ask that God would provide the kind of vision that sees
beyond the horizon- that sees however dimly that God is in charge of the future
and will never fail us. 

Wherever we find ourselves on the roller coaster of life, we need to remember
the Easter message that, with the powerful presence of the risen Christ among
us, hope is restored, and the valleys and low places in our lives will inevitably
be lifted up.

I particularly like a song written by South African Bishop Tutu. While it doesn't
specifically mention Easter, it certainly reflects the power of Christ's resurrection
in the everyday ups and downs of God's people: "Goodness is stronger than
evil; Love is stronger than hate; Light is stronger than darkness; Life is stronger
than death; Victory is ours through Him who loves us!"

Pastor Rich

Jim Anderson
Council President

Our church is entering an exciting time. We are anticipating
Easter, celebrating our risen Lord and the start of our capital
campaign. We are a very blessed Church.
Recall that we conducted a survey back in the summer of

2016, and based on those results we have launched the WHIRL effort. I'm
pleased that work is well underway to achieving goals in Worship, Healing,
Involvement, Relationships and Leadership here at Good Shepherd. We have
firm targets that I feel we will meet by end of 2017. Please read elsewhere in the
newsletter about WHIRL.

The congregation will be presented with a motion from Council to begin the work
on kitchen renovation and financing. I'm grateful to the Facilities Management
Committee and Kitchen Committee for their work in moving this project forward.
We will keep the congregation informed of our progress.
Council is working on several initiatives, including thinking about how we continue
to strengthen our love and concern for one another. As I wrote in my January
commentary, we sometimes miss opportunities to show our concern for fellow
congregants when they are missing for long periods here at GSLC. We cannot
just say " The staff should be paying attention" or " I don't want to intrude", our
church has 4 very separate services, with over 500 attending each week. 1
Corinthians 12:25-27 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the
members may have the same care for one another. And if one member
suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the
members rejoice with it. Now you are Christ's body, and individually members
of it. We will continue to work on ways to strengthen our care for one another.



I look forward to seeing you during Holy Week when we will enjoy an enhanced
sound in the sanctuary with our new speakers and microphones.

Never stop doing little things for others. Sometimes those little things
occupy the biggest part of their hearts.

Jim Anderson

WHIRL Update

Our focus on WHIRL is swirling outward from the
energy provided by the CAT survey last May into
actions in each focus area. Here is a brief update:

W- Worship- Several tactical changes have been made and more are
underway to make each service more distinct. Enhanced sound equipment is
being procured to address coverage, quality and reliability. Please complete
those Blue Cards in the pews to compliment what you really like. Of course
raising concerns is helpful, but the balance of feedback helps the Worship
Team to understand worship aspects you cherish.

H- Healing-- Two significant healing ministries have been or will soon be
implemented: (1) Cancer-Now What? Ministry, launched in January, has already
provided over two dozen members with a Giver's Guide to give Cancer-Now
What? books to those facing cancer. Books are available at the Information
Desk in the Narthex. Viki Longfield is the Coordinator. See GSLC website:
http://goodshepherdlutheran.com/cancer-now-what/ (2) Stephen Ministry. A
strong leadership team is now being assembled that will lay the groundwork to
launch Stephen Ministry this fall by training a new group of Stephen Ministers
(lay caregivers),who will provide high quality, confidential, one-to-one care to
anyone who needs it. More details to follow, after Easter. 

I - Involvement- The team has identified a total of 120 groups and activities
which have involved nearly 3,000 attendees; this does not include attendance
at worship services or one-time events. These activities have been grouped into
categories including Worship, Music, Education, Bible Study/Small Groups,
Service/Outreach, Fellowship, Sports/Outdoors, Leadership, and Facilities.
Wow! We indeed have an array of diverse opportunities for involvement. This
team is looking for new ways of connecting members with interesting
opportunities, encouraging new groups, and communicating more about what is
happening. We are a large and active church, but continue to seek ways to
make getting involved easier and even more worthwhile.

R- Relationships- New ideas are being generated to add to the "I" list. Just this
week, Brews & Hymns launched its first event at a local restaurant. Please feel
free to suggest any ideas you may have to make new relationships in new
ways. If you have an idea, let's consider how we can get something happening
that is meaningful to you. 

L- Leadership- Good Shepherd is always eager to connect those with a desire
for leadership to roles big, medium and small. A key focus is to mentor younger
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leaders. Young leaders will add a fresh perspective on how GSLC can be a
church home to more people as we evolve over time. The recent men's retreat
was a success igniting younger men to attend which led to new activities (like log
rolling..."what happens at Wartburg stays at Wartburg").

As we continue to address WHIRL in 2017, please plan to see thoughtful
changes. Please also get involved where you feel called. It's exciting to see
renewed energy around our church mission GSLC. Please contact me with any
questions you may have about WHIRL.

Glenn Kraft
gkraft@kraftpartnersllc.com

Brews & Hymns - The Sequel!

We launched Brews & Hymns on
March 9 and it was an overwhelming
success! There were 90+ people
packed into the Wolf singing old
hymns and making new friends.
These events are an intentional way
of being visible in the community while fostering relationships with others. Plus,
it's just good fun! Brews & Hymns will happen on a regular basis, and our next
night out is
Thursday, April 6 at the Wolf (15480 Clayton Road, Ballwin). You can also
check out the Brews & Hymns Facebook page
www.facebook.com/Brews.Hymns. Like, Share, and Invite to spread the
good cheer! See you at The Wolf. 

Pr. Josh

Music Ministry
Jamie DeGeer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

For the 13th Year...Summer Music Camp. Registration for
Camp through May 28th. (Subject to space availability).

Auditions: May 10th 5:30-7:00 pm & May 13th 9-11 am. Registration must be in
by May 7th to audition.
Camp Dates: June 5-9, 2017
Time: 9:00 am-3:00 pm Daily
Presentations: June 10th at 5:30 pm & June 11th at 11:00 am

Summer Music Camp will provide a wonderful opportunity for youth who have
completed 1st through 8th Grade to learn and grow in their faith by participating
in the production of a Christian musical. Camp will be held daily from 9 am
through 3 pm starting Monday, June 5th through Friday, June 9th. It will be an
exciting and intensive week of learning through music, acting, choreography,

mailto:gkraft@kraftpartnersllc.com
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recreation, Bible study, crafts, fellowship and FUN! Performances will be held
on Saturday, June 10th at 5:30 pm and Sunday, June 11th at 11:00 am. 

Registrations for solos and spoken parts will be accepted through May
7th with auditions for singing solos and spoken parts on: Wednesday, May 10th
from 5:30 -7:00 pm and Saturday, May 13th from 9-11 am. Pick up your
registration forms on the music camp table in the Narthex and return them to
Julie Griffard (please use mailbox #27) by Sunday, May 7th. You can also
find registration forms on the church website
www.goodshepherdlutheran.com. Please remember to circle your audition
time preference and you will be contacted after May 7th with a definite
appointment time. 

Registration for camp will continue through May 28th, subject to space
availability. If you have any questions, please call Julie at 636-346-7587 or
email 4griffardsandhounds@gmail.com. 

Are you looking for something fun for you & your friends, your kids or grandkids
to do this summer? Why not give music camp a try?

Children and Family Ministry
Becky Howard
Director of Children & Family Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org
 
April Parenting Group Meeting April 9 - 9:30-

10:30 Room 108 Parents, join us for warm coffee, conversation and fellowship
as Brandon Wade leads us in ways we might capture great images with our
phones and cameras! Then join us again on May 21- as we end the school
year with a discussion of family-friendly summer fun around St. Louis.

Save the Date for VBS 2017! July 31- August 4,
9 am - noon VBS Camper registration begins in April for
children age 4 by 8/1/17 through those entering 5th
grade this fall. Plenty of opportunities for volunteers
middle school and up!

Family Fellowship Sunday April 9 - in
the gym from 10:40-11:15 Join us in the gym for refreshments
and coffee; meet some new friends or catch up with some old
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friends while the kids enjoy the wide-open gym! 

Don't Miss Our Annual Wash Away
Hunger Car Wash! Saturday April 1st -
10 am - 2 pm
All donations will go toward the 2017 Feed
My Starving Children Food Packaging event at Good
Shepherd. Please come and let our Be Like Jesus
volunteers clean your car and help raise funds for this

important cause!

Easter Egg Hunt - Sat - Apr 15: 10 am - 12 Noon  
Invite your friends and neighbors to this pre-Easter
celebration.The fun begins in the gym with games, crafts
and activities. Weather permitting, we will head outdoors
for the egg hunt for youth ages 2 through 10 (if not, we'll
bring the hunt IN-doors!). There is a sign-up table in the
Narthex for information on how you might donate candy  or help before or during
the event!

Youth Club - SOS Confirmation & Faith Building
sessions for our 6th and 7th graders will meet for the
last time this spring on Wednesday, April 5th. Our 8th
graders will return on Wednesday, April 19th and 26th to
complete their preparations for their Confirmation faith
milestone.

Confirmation! On April 30th, 20 8th graders will celebration their Affirmation of
Baptism during the 11:00 worship service. Join us as we celebrate with these
awesome young people! 

Confircamp for all current 6th & 7th graders:
June 19-23 - Registrations due May 1!

Sunday Mornings in theMiddle - Middle School youth please join
us Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:40 in theMiddle (Room 147) for
faith fun!

Thanks to Our Wonderful Sunday School Teachers!
On Sunday morning, April 2nd, we will host a Sunday School teacher
appreciation breakfast in the gym. Many thanks to all of our Sunday School
Teachers for sharing their time, talents and LOVE of sharing God's word with our
young people each Sunday morning.

Little Lambs Teachers: Laura Haran, Nicole Schroeder, Laurie Schultz
Preschool Teachers:Kayla Dye, Kristin Grupas, Kim Maxson-Stein
PreK Teachers: Viki Longfield, Ashley Dixon, Jenn Rich
Cooking & Science Rotation: Jenny Kruyne, Jon Kruyne, Angela and Tim
Yonker

Movies & Art Rotation: Jenn Bader, Laura Neuwirth, Kristy
Raymond, Stacy Christiansen
Bible Skills & Games Rotation: Paul Markovits, Scott Martin,
Steve Anderson and Steve Paul



Buddies Together Worshipping Rotation: Pastor Amy
Stewart and Dawn Engle
Middle School leaders: Gretchen Gackstatter; Brad and Kellie
Stockton; and Boni & Brian Stevenson 
Music Leaders: Jill Seys, Dianne Unverfehrt
FLY Sunday morning leader: Keith Repko

Youth-Full Worship!
April 9th - Kindergarten through 5th grade Sunday School youth

will sing during the 11:00 worship service / Youth will share about their weekend
at Be Like Jesus
April 30th - Little Lambs, preschool and pre-kindergarten Sunday 
School classes sing during the 9:30 service
Confirmation Sunday for 8th graders at 11:00 worship!

Summer 2017 Intergenerational Mission Trip to Cree Nation Fisher River,
Manitoba, Canada This summer 18 folks, will spend week in
service with the Fisher River Cree Nation community in
Manitoba, Canada. Please keep this group in your prayers as
they prepare their hearts and minds for this opportunity to grow
and learn together! 

Fellowship of Lutheran Youth - FLY
Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
astewart@gslcelca.org 

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles - Isaiah 40:31

Apr 2 4:15pm, C+ rehearsal and dinner; 6:30-8pm, FLY night 
Apr 5 6-7:15am, Fresh Start at Einstein Bagels (Ellisville)

mailto:astewart@gslcelca.org


Apr 9 11am FLY friends lead worship; 4:15pm, C+ rehearsal and
dinner; 5:45pm Garage Sale Planning Mtg (Rm 108); 6:30-
8pm, FLY night

Apr 10 7-8pm Digging Deeper Bible study (FLY room)
Apr 12 6-7:15am, Fresh Start at McDonald's (Valley Park)
Apr 16 Easter - no FLY activities
Apr 19 6-7:15am, Fresh Start at Six North Café (Ballwin)
Apr 21-22 8/9/10 Lockin and bowling (8pm-8am)

Apr 23 4:15pm, C+ rehearsal and dinner
5:30-7:30pm Interfaith Youth and Family Potluck, gym (FLY
encouraged to attend) 

Apr 24 7-8pm Digging Deeper Bible study (FLY room)
Apr 26 6-7:15am, Fresh Start at Bread Co (Frontenac)
Apr 30 4:15pm, C+ rehearsal and dinner

6:30-8pm, FLY night 

Trivia Night Thank You!

FLY would like to thank everyone who
helped make Trivia Night such a
wonderful success! Thanks to you,
we raised $6400 to help with regular
FLY events, as well as the summer
mission trip to Cairo, IL. Thank you
and congratulations to the winning table!

Graduating Seniors!               
Please let Pastor Amy know where you're headed next (after
high school or college graduation)! We will be celebrating high
school graduates during the May 7th 11 am service, and
afterward, at the FLY end-of-year picnic in Schroeder Park!

Lutherans Caring for God's Creation - from Pr. Amy
 
Have some unwanted things lying around
that you'd love to get rid of, but don't want
them to end up in a landfill? Check out the St.
Louis Earth Day Recycling Extravaganza, on
April 2nd, and plan to recycle some unusual
household items!

http://www.stlouisearthday.org/events/festival/rex/

Great news! Good Shepherd is getting an "all in one" recycling container for our

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PJjEG7yGCXDQ1EVe2IiG52JMkaCd1HZXO2f58ON1eT0UfuI0eU9lBXuK7JqzglLIXd_B5571iPFZDmkmp-Xw7pnFPxNNzNJ5xVAJQQrjOA3UM1V1mAfYkWn8bUXcYQvigYMsWTe4tUHbG8ji3uA9R_lwZ0lI2IqWklGfeU9iTvVIEgv957X1kRy9cURSrGlF2HM9qZiCcupWcVDmfkaV4A==&c=&ch=


parking lot! This means that we can now recycle anything you would recycle in
your home bin (paper, plastic, aluminum, glass, etc.) We will be working to place
new recycling bins on the inside of our campus as well, so please look for them
and be conscious of what you are throwing away.

Service Team - Janie Wolfangel

The Service Team has been helping several local agencies during Lent with the
Reverse Offering. We thank you all for your generous giving, the agencies
served were very appreciative.

Our next endeavor will be the "Baby Shower" in May. Please watch the bulletin
for details.

The Food Bin for the month of April will benefit St. Trinity Church - they are in
need of jelly, pasta sauce (in cans), chili, stew, chicken, tuna, canned pasta,
canned fruit and rice.

Monthly Benevolence Fund: Each month the Service Team has a theme
which helps guide the selection of recipients for that month's Benevolence Fund
disbursements. The theme for March was Special Needs. The team researched
several agencies and we were able to help C.H.A.M.P. Assistance Dogs
Program, St. Louis ARC, Lafayette Industries and Paraquad. The team also
approved some funds for the GSLC Community Garden.

One of the agencies we support: Paraquad
This organization's mission is to empower people with disabilities to increase
their independence through choice and opportunity. The Center for Independent
Living is a nonprofit community-based agency that provides five core services:
advocacy, independent living, information and referral, peer consultation and
transition.

The Service Team meets on the first Tuesday of the month. Our next
meeting will be - Tuesday, April 4 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205. Please join us -
we are always looking for new members to join this worthwhile ministry at Good
Shepherd.

By giving the Book
Cancer-Now What? to a person with
cancer, you can make a big
difference in his or her life.

Here's what cancer survivors are saying about Cancer-Now What?

"When I first read Cancer-Now What? it felt like a good friend was sitting
alongside me every step of the way offering wisdom, assurance, and
hope."

"Cancer-Now What? gave me practical information I could use right away



about every aspect of dealing with cancer-and did so in a way that was
easy for me to read and understand."

"Cancer-Now What? is the book I wish someone had given me after my
diagnosis-so it's what I now give to others to show my care and support." 

"Everyone facing cancer or supporting someone with cancer needs a copy
of Cancer-Now What?"

You can give Cancer-Now What? to anyone you know who's facing cancer-a
family member, friend, coworker, neighbor, someone in a club or association
you belong to-anyone you care about and want to help.

Go to the Information Desk in the narthex (directly across from the coffee pots),
take a Cancer-Now What? book and Giver's Guide free of charge, and follow
the simple instructions to give the book to a person with cancer. It can make a
big difference in that person's life. 

For more information go to http://goodshepherdlutheran.com/cancer-now-
what/. To learn more about the book, go to http://www.cancernowwhat.org

Questions? 

Contact Good Shepherd's Cancer-Now What? Ministry Coordinator, Viki
Longfield (viki1041@aol.com, 314-706-2602). An R.N., M.S. in Nursing, and
Advanced Practice Nurse Oncology, Viki is happy to help you as well as follow
up with anyone who is dealing with cancer. 

A "Wink" from the Welcome Ministry Team
by: Elliott Haugen

"Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God." Romans 15:7 ESV

Isn't April a great month! The weather is warming, trees and flowers are
displaying new and renewed life, and we sense an excitement about this time of
the year. Many of us will enjoy more time outdoors, but the following Bible verse
reminds us of a special invitation:

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord." Psalm
122:1

Therefore, please invite your family, friends and neighbors to join you at Good
Shepherd this month. The calendar and events in this newsletter are full of
worship, educational, service and fellowship opportunities, but the first three
Sundays are especially exciting:

April 2 -  We welcome a large group of wonderful new members (at 9:30
service). Please take time to meet these individuals and families and help them
get connected within Good Shepherd.
April 9 -  We welcome Palm Sunday's message about the triumphant entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem.
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April 16 -  We welcome Easter and rejoice in the resurrection of Our Lord and
Savior.

On behalf of the Welcome Ministry Team - "Happy Easter!" At Easter and
every day be thankful for - 
  
"This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." Psalm

118:24

Note: A "wink" is a brief form of communications that implies a hello or friendly
greeting. Watch for future Winks with thoughts and information about GSLC's
church-wide welcoming ministry.

Start Stewardship with Prayer

Recently the Archbishop of St Louis, Reverend Robert Carlson, challenged his
parishioners to "Start Stewardship with Prayer." As some of you know, my boys
attend Catholic school, so I regularly find myself in various churches around the
city. Two weeks ago, this Stewardship idea literally smacked me in the face. I
was dodging an errantly thrown basketball, and ran into a wall with these words
painted on it: 

"Lord, what do You want me to do with all the gifts You have given me
including my time, my talents, and my material things? Lord, how would You
like me to become more fully involved in the life of Your Church? Lord, how
would You like me to payback all the gifts You have given me?" 

I stood there reading those words over and over, captivated that a parish would
take the idea of their stewardship responsibilities so seriously they would paint it
on the wall of their school's fellowship hall as a daily reminder. 

At Good Shepherd, we are moving out of the feasibility study phase of our
Capital Campaign, and I would like to thank everyone who has participated in
the process thus far. This is an exciting time for our congregation, and I know
that together we can accomplish any goal we set before us. 

As we look forward to all the amazing things the Capital Campaign has to offer,
we also need to remember the daily and weekly needs the church faces now.
Over the coming months and years, "stewardship" is going to take on
increased, and varied, roles in our church lives. We will need volunteers,
coordinators, and contributions for the Campaign, but we also need continued
giving to support the General Fund, donations for our service and outreach
projects, and volunteers to run our current programs. 

For these reasons, I'd like to challenge us to "Start Stewardship with Prayer."
Prayerfully consider how you can continue, or even increase, your offerings of
time, talent, and treasure to help our church continue to thrive for years to come.

Yours in Christ, 
Christina Kling-Garrett
Stewardship Chair



Sunday Morning Adult Education

Topical Class - 9:30 am - Room 205

Apr 2 Bible & Pop Culture - John Howard - Presenter
Apr 9 Preparing for Holy Week - Pastor Amy - Presenter
Apr 16 Happy Easter!
Apr 23 Rick Steve's Reformation video part 1 - Glenn Kraft
Apr 30 Rick Steve's Reformation video part 2 - Glenn Kraft

Bible Study - 9:30 AM Room 108
 
Reading and discussing Matthew. Themes: Jesus is the promised Messiah, his
teachings and his resurrection. Join us as we discuss what God is saying to us
and how we can put it into practice. All are welcome! Questions? Contact Steve
Spoerle at fsspoerle@gmail.com.

No Class on Easter - April 16th

Bible Studies During the Week

Monday Night Bible Study
Mondays at 7:30 pm in Room 108. (Meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the
month). These are pastor led studies about the lessons for the upcoming
Sunday.
 
Men's Bible Breakfast - Thursday Mornings 6:15-7:15 at St. Louis Bread Co.
Winchester. Join us Thursday mornings for coffee, fellowship, and lively
discussion on "Reformation: The Word at Work"  A study of the events of the
Reformation and the life of Martin Luther on this 500 anniversary year of the
Reformation. For info contact Shawn Geurkink sgeurkink314@gmail.com.
  
CG's Bible Study is the Book of Proverbs and meets the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of the month at 10:00 am in Room 205.
                                                          
Thursday Women's Lunch Bunch - The Thursday Lunch Bunch invites you to
our new study at noon in the Fireside Room.  Please bring your lunch and drink.
The study will be from Pastor Tom's book titled The Deeper Journey:
Reflections on Life and the Good News. If you are interested in joining us or
have any questions, please email or call Joanna Brooks at
joannabrooks2000@gmail.com or 314.640.4946. Come and join us!

Celebrations

Baptisms
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Alexa Grace Alcamo - 3/12
Daughter of Ryan & Brittany Alcamo
Granddaughter of Doug & Patti Stenslokken
Niece of Brent & Kate; Bryan
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Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
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Suzie Everingham
Diaconal Minister
severingham@gslcelca.org

Jamie De Geer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

Becky Howard
Dir. of Children's Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org

Julie Deay
Church Business Administrator
jdeay@gslcelca.org
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Administrative Assistant
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Jennifer Makowski
Accountant/Communications
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