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Ever since the beginning of time people have debated the
nature of God. Is God vengeful? Does God punish those who

sin against him? Does God demand payment in return for mercy? Or is God
capricious, randomly allowing bad things to happen to people? Or is it that God
just doesn't care?
 
The Hebrew scriptures are an example of the way that
God's people have struggled to understand the nature
of God down through the centuries. Within its pages
there are a variety of interpretations, ranging all the way
from angry tyrant to tender lover. And it's downright
confusing.

Fortunately, God decided to clear up the confusion. God did this by revealing
himself to us in a very remarkable way. He took all the guess-work out of it. As
John's Gospel tells us: "No one has ever seen God. But it is God the Son, who
is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known." So, if you want to
know what God is like, look at the evidence. Exhibit A: JESUS. And with that, let
there be no doubt about it, God is LOVE. Yes, that is what God is like.

We can see God's love both in the manger and on the cross. There is no regard
for self. It's not self-protective love. It's not comfort-seeking love. It's not love that
plays it safe. It's love that risks everything. It's bold. It's courageous. It's love that
knows no limits. Love that gives all, without holding back. That's the way that
God showed his love for the world in Jesus. That's how we know that God is
love.

That being said, there is really only one way to truly honor the birth of the Christ
child at Christmas. And that is to love in a way that reflects the One who is love.
Worship, of course, is important, (and we invite you to do so this Christmas
Eve), but there's more to it than that. Jesus never asked people to worship him.
Instead, he asked people to follow him. We do that in the way we live our lives.
We do that when our lives are spent in love. The love of God shines through us,
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despite ourselves. 

That is our goal here at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Together, in ways
large and small, we try to let the love of God in Christ shine through to the world
around us. In Word and action, we proclaim that in the coming of Christ into our
world, the light of God's love will drive away all darkness and fear. Come and
share in that holy proclamation. 

Pastor Rich

Jim Anderson
Council President

Though the weather is finally growing colder, and though night
falls earlier each day, we find ourselves in a season of
thankfulness and light. We all have many things to be thankful
for, not least of which is one another. I am especially thankful

for the spirit of generous stewardship I see on display week in and week out at
GSLC, not only here in November but all year round. And yet, as generous as
we are, there is always a need for growth - to support and renew our facilities,
to welcome new pastoral leadership into the fold, to better reach our
community.

There are, of course, many ways for us to be good stewards of our church.
Perhaps the most important and impactful is to do what we can to help grow the
Body of Christ. As we look toward the celebration of Christmas, we should also
look for ways to invite the people around us to experience the love of God and
the gift of his Son. Whether they've never truly heard the Good News, or have
just been away for too long, now is the time to reach out and welcome them in.

As we prepare to host celebratory gatherings, it is good to remember how
much loving dedication it takes to keep our homes in good condition. It is also an
opportunity to think about the place we all gather together every Saturday
evening or Sunday morning: it takes a lot of hard work to keep our doors open
and our building running smoothly. Consider dedicating some of your time and
talents to the stewardship of the Church, not just as a community of people but
as a physical location.

And as we participate in a season of gift-giving in imitation of the Gift which God
granted to us on the first Christmas so many years ago, please also consider
sharing the gift of your financial support with GSLC. It takes many resources of
all kinds, money included, to run such a wonderful and supportive organization.
Together, we can all be successful and dedicated stewards of Good Shepherd.

Council continues to work with the various committees and staff to refine the
WHRL goals and will soon have a process in place to monitor our progress. A
preliminary budget is being prepared and over the next several weeks it will be
finalized for the upcoming Congregational Meeting.



Music Ministry
Jamie DeGeer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

The Wonder of Christmas, is a festive celebration of the
Christmas season that will be presented by

Good Shepherd's 48 voice choir, orchestra and narrators! David Hamilton's
brilliant orchestration and Karla Worley's beautiful and poetic writing help
capture the emotions of the season.  From the sense of awe and majesty, the
glory and pageantry, 
the calm reflection, the resounding joy, for
some,the sadness of loneliness, and always
the quiet assurance of hope; it is a reflection
of the countless ways we respond to the
glorious truth of our Savior's birth. Come
celebrate with us on Saturday, December
10th at 5:30pm or Sunday, December 11th at
9:30am. Invite a friend, neighbor, co-worker to hear the good news of Jesus'
birth! The musical will also be presented at Meramec Bluffs on Tuesday,
December 6th at 7:00pm.

Save the Date | JANUARY 29, 2017
Luther College Symphony Orchestra is Returning!!
The Luther College Symphony Orchestra, Luther's largest and oldest
orchestral ensemble, maintains an active rehearsal and performance schedule
during the academic year, from early September to late May. More than 85
student musicians, representing a variety of academic majors, perform with the
Symphony Orchestra. In addition to regular concerts featuring masterworks of
the standard orchestral literature, the Symphony Orchestra takes great pride in
performing new music on a regular basis: since 2001 the orchestra has been
pleased to present four world premieres.

The Symphony Orchestra is conducted by Daniel Baldwin who has served
since 1997 as Director of Orchestral Activities at Luther College. In addition to
his work as conductor of the Luther College Symphony and the Chamber
Orchestras and the Opera Workshop, Dr. Baldwin teaches conducting. He holds
the Bachelor of Music (cello) from Furman University and Master of Music
(cello) and Doctor of Musical Arts (instrumental conducting) from the University
of Texas at Austin.

The Symphony Orchestra tours yearly
throughout the United States and
maintains a three-week residency in
Vienna, Austria every four years,
performing in venues such as the Vienna
Konzerthaus and the Bruckner
Conservatory in Linz.

On Sunday, January 29th at 4pm, Good Shepherd will be hosting a concert
by the Luther College Symphony Orchestra and there will be many
opportunities for the congregation to support this event including donating items
or money for the afternoon meal, preparing and serving the afternoon meal,
hosting 2 or more students overnight, and especially attending the concert and
inviting friends to join you. A free-will offering collected at the concert to support
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the music program at Luther College. Watch the weekly announcements for
further information.

If you are interested in being an overnight host, please fill out the form below or
you can contact Jamie De Geer at jdegeer@gslcelca.org. Housing sign-ups will
also be posted in the Narthex by December 15th and meal sign-up sheets will
be posted in January.

Please email Jamie jdegeer@gslcelca.org with information below or pick up a
form on display in Narthex and return to Karen Kallansrud (Box #141) to be an
overnight host! You would need to pick your guests up after the concert and
provide Sunday dinner, overnight housing (double beds are fine) and a ride
back to church on Monday morning by 8am.

Name: ______________________________________________ 
Email_______________________________________________ 
Best Phone #:_________________
Number of students: (circle one) 2 4 6 Preference: male female either
Please indicate pets/smoke in the home:
_______________________________________________

Children and Family Ministry
Becky Howard
Director of Children & Family Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org
 
Sunday School - 9:30-10:40am Ages 2-Adult:

There will be NO Sunday School on Christmas or New Year's Day. See you on
January 8!

Parenting Group Meets Dec. 4 - Join us for this special pre-holiday discussion
focused on Christmas in the 'Lou.   We will be sharing ideas of family fun before
and after Christmas.   We will meet  from  9:30-10:30 in Room 108 (lower level).
 

Family Fellowship Dec. 4 : 10:40 -11:15 -  Join us in the gym after Sunday
School for special Advent treats and activities for the kids with coffee and
fellowship opportunities for the adults!    

Faith Milestone Celebrations Last Month
Nov. 6 - First Grade families celebrated the Intro
to the Small Catechism. It was a blessing to have
our families lead The Lord's Prayer during 11:00
worship.
Nov. 20 - Our third graders and their parents
were part of a three-week study to learn key
verses from each of the 66 books of the bible.
Personalized bibles were presented to our Third
Graders during the 11:00 service. 
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Christmas Presentation of Angels Aware!
Sat. Dec. 17 at 5:30pm & Sun. Dec. 18 at 11am

Our Sunday School Children (ages 2 - 8th grade) are working hard
to prepare for this very special retelling of the
Christmas story through the eyes of the angels. Special rehearsals

will be:
Sat. Dec. 3 9-11 am, speaking and solo singing parts, 11:15 - 12:30 - full

Angel Choir (Kindergarten - 8th grade)
Sat. Dec 10 9am - Noon - Angel Choir (Kindergarten - 8th grade)

Sat. Dec.17 9am - Noon - Full Group (Little Lambs - 8th grade) Dress
Rehearsal. Little Lambs - PreK arrive at 10:30

We are looking for parents to help with publicity, set design, costumes and stage
take-down after the December 18th performance. Please contact Clara Anderson
with any questions OR to volunteer to help @ clara.ander09@gmail.com.

Youth Club
Our Youth Club program (PREP) ended on Nov.16 - thanks, parents, for helping to
make our Wednesday evenings meaningful and fun. Our SOS Confirmation
program for 6 - 8 graders will have our last meeting Dec.7.  Both PREP and SOS
will begin the new year on January 11. Call Becky for more information about our
mid-week youth ministry programs.

Mitten Tree Our middle school youth are collecting new mittens,
scarves, hats and coats (gently used coats can also be used)  to
help warm the bodies and hearts of children who have parents
currently in the prison system and part of the Humanitri Prison
Outreach Ministry. Donations will be accepted at the Mitten Tree in
the Narthex through Dec.11th. 

Be Like Jesus 24-hour Service Event Planning Underway. 
Mar. 31 - Apr. 1 over 100 3rd - 8th graders from are ELCA churches will gather
for a lock in focused on serving others. Please contact Becky Howard if you can
help with planning and/or leadership during the event. 

First Communion Classes for 3rd-4th Graders starting in January
Instruction will be held on four consecutive Wed. evenings: Jan. 11, 18, 24
& Feb. 1 from 6:45 - 7:30pm in room 150.  Classes also offered to youth above
4th grade who have not received this instruction. Parents are asked to attend as
well. Training for the new first communicants to serve as acolytes and cross
bearers will also be included during the Jan. 25 session.

First Communion Events
Sat. Feb. 4 - First Communion family event 7 - 8:30pm for the whole family,
including extended family & baptized sponsors. There will be discussion & active
learning to prepare for the celebration the next day.
Sun. Feb. 5 - at the 11 am service - The children will receive their First
Communion! Contact Becky Howard for more information.

Fellowship of Lutheran Youth - FLY
Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
astewart@gslcelca.org 
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Dec.4 4:15pm C+ rehearsal and dinner
6:30-8pm FLY night

Dec.10 10am cookie tray prep (fundraiser)
Dec. 10/11 Cookie sales after all services

Dec. 11 11am FLY helps lead worship (let PA know if you can read,
usher, greet, or serve Communion); 6:30-8pm FLY night

Youth Quake: It's not too late to sign up for Youth Quake in January! Late
registration runs until Dec 10th for this awesome weekend of faith, fellowship,
and fun.  Registration forms are available outside of Pastor Amy's office, or you
can contact her directly.
 
FLY Christmas cookie sales: This is one of our big fundraisers for FLY
activities and mission trips.  All FLY youth are asked to bring 13 dozen home-
made cookies (10, each, if you have a FLY sibling), to the gym by 10am on Dec
10th.Then, from 10am-noon, we will package them to sell after all services that
weekend.  Start now...you can freeze them until December!  Note: in order to
protect our friends with allergies, cookies without nuts must be made with tools
and surfaces that have not touched nuts, and must be packaged separately.

"Fresh Start" (6am, but come whenever makes sense for you)

Dec. 7 Bread Co. Frontenac (UCity, Ladue, North Kirkwood, Westminster,
Central)

Dec. 14 Einstein Bagels, Ellisville (Marquette, Lafayette, West, South,
Eureka)

Dec. 21 McDonald's, Valley Park (South, Rockwood Summit, Kirkwood)

Kathy Rebholz
Director of Building Blocks
Preschool
krebholz@gslcelca.org
                     

Our preschool families feel welcomed and blessed to
be a part of Good Shepherd. Our Family Fall Festival
was a huge success. All students invited parents,
siblings, and grandparents to school. Families
participated in a Halloween costume parade, painted
and decorated pumpkins (purchased at Good
Shepherd's pumpkin patch) and performed songs for
their guests. This was special family time for all to
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enjoy! 

In addition, our
families thoroughly
enjoyed participating
in Operation
Christmas Child!
Families purchased
items to be placed in the boxes and the

children packed the gift boxes at school with their friends.

After a lesson on sharing and spreading the love of Jesus, our children watched
a short video
of children receiving Operation Christmas Child boxes.
Learning to share can be difficult for young children, but
our preschoolers easily gave with their hearts during this
project! 
  
We look forward to more service projects this school
year and to our evening Christmas program on
December 8th. 

Christmas Festival: Angels Hovering
Round with the National Lutheran Choir

Dec. 17: Two performances: 11:00 am
(Coffee concert) and 2:30 pm - First
Presbyterian Church of Kirkwood, 100 E.
Adams Ave, St. Louis, MO. Tickets Adult
$25 | 17 & Under Free. Call Brown Paper
Tickets 800-838-3006 or order online
NLCA.com.  This cherished annual event
creates a holy experience of worship and
song for audiences at First Presbyterian

Church of Kirkwood. Kevin Siegfried's "Angels Hovering Round" provides the
theme for this year's message, inviting the listener to ponder a contemporary
understanding of Christ's birth with the angels' proclamation to "have no fear."
The story is told though a magnificent array of poetry, exquisite choral music,
and carols sung by all, painting a spiritual tapestry that touches the heart and
inspires the soul.

Service Team - Janie Wolfangel

The Service Team helps to organize many events. We have reached the busy
time of year -
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Project Boomerang - If you have new or used cards for
Project Boomerang, the box to donate is now under the
mailboxes labeled "Project Boomerang".
Christmas Giving Tree is set up in the Narthex. We will again
support families from Circle of Concern and teenagers from
First Step Back Home. Items need to be back at church by Dec. 11.
Meal-a-Month Food Bin for Dec. & Jan. benefits the Maplewood
Richmond Heights School District food pantry to replenish their stock.
45% of their students qualify for free & reduced lunch prices. Weekend on
Wheels (WOW) is a program where teachers, administrators & staff
deliver after school boxes of food to families in their district. Food is
packed by students. Items needed include: peanut butter & jelly, canned
vegetables & fruit, breakfast items, soups, mixed meal starters such as
hamburger helper. 
Monthly Benevolence Fund: Each month the service team has a theme
which helps guide the selection of recipients for that month's benevolence
fund disbursements.The theme for November was Hunger. We chose to
support Humanitri, Meds & Food for Kids, Wings of Hope & Trinity,
Soulard. 

One of the agencies we support is Wings of Hope, an aviation nonprofit
organization whose mission is to implement humanitarian programs for a more
peaceful world. Programs include medical transportation, supplying healthcare
providers, service & equipment, implementing sustainable food and clean
water programs for community development.

The Service Team typically meets on the first Tuesday of every month.The next
scheduled meeting is Tuesday, November 1st at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205.Please
join us!!

First Step Back Home
Christmas Party - You are
Invited!

Dec. 17th: 11am - 2pm - First
Step Back Home, the agency in
St. Charles County that assists the homeless, will host their 8th Annual
Christmas Party.

Location: United Methodist Church, 725 Wall Street, Wentzville, MO 63385

The objective of the party: Bless the poor in our community with a Christmas
celebration, gifts, food and activities. How can you help? We will be offering
laundry baskets full of cleaning supplies
for the families, or diapers which are greatly needed. See
the Narthex display for the laundry basket ideas.Volunteer
at the event. We need greeters, ushers or helpers at the
end for clean up. We're expecting approximately 500
people total:150 children, 200 clients, 120 client families and
150 community attendees & volunteers. Call Julie Patthoff
at 314-591-2528 for more details.



A "Wink" from the Welcome Ministry Team
by: Elliott Haugen

Merry Christmas! Wow, is it that time of year already? We will
soon be attending holiday events, shopping, cooking, traveling,
and maybe getting a few days off. Thank goodness Advent helps us focus and
get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus and what that means to us. Exchanging
Christmas "presents" is one way of sharing love with others, but remember the
real gift is a Christmas "presence". We are blessed by the presence of Jesus
Christ in our lives, so let's share that blessing with others by being a presence to
them - at Christmas and throughout the next year. 

Here's a few other ways to help others be connected during this joyous and
blessed Christmas season:

Invite friends, colleagues and neighbors to attend Good Shepherd's
worship services, educational opportunities, service projects and musical
events. In addition, if you haven't seen a member or regular attendee at
Church for a while, invite them to join us to share the wonder and
excitement of Christmas.
Please wear your nametags so it will be easier for Pastor Josh, Gayle,
new members, and visitors to get to know and get connected with you.

Note: A "wink" is a brief form of communications that implies a hello or friendly
greeting. Watch for future Winks with thoughts and information about GSLC's
church-wide welcoming ministry.

Save the Date - Good Shepherd Men's
Retreat - Jan. 20-22, 2016

Attention all men! Start planning now for a get-
away weekend filled with faith, fellowship, fun,
and service at the Men's Retreat at Camp
Wartburg in Waterloo, Illinois. It will be an
opportunity to grow in faith and get to know

other men at Good Shepherd. We will begin on Friday evening and conclude by
late morning on Sunday. Stay tuned for details--and look for a sign-up sheet in
the Narthex in the near future. In the meantime, if you have any questions or
would like to be involved, please reach out to David Franz
david.franz@sbcglobal.net. 

Chronologically Gifted - CG's                                                 
  
Annual Christmas Luncheon at
Holiday Inn, Six Flags Eureka Dec 8: 11:30 am
Cost per person is $22. Please sign-up  & put your
checks in the envelope in the church office. Indicate
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meal choice, Chicken or Roast Beef. Pay by Nov. 23.
Call Jo Ann Sharpe or Jane Wagner with questions.

Sunday Morning Adult Education

Topical Class - 9:30 am - Room 205
Dec.4 Celebrating the Season of Advent - Rev. Tom Schoenherr
Dec.11 Christmas Cantata - No Class
Dec.18 Christmas around the world honoring the Birth of Jesus - Class

participation with Dale Naas - Join the class as we explore the
customs, celebrations, rituals & tales from other countries honoring
Jesus

Dec. 25 Christmas - No Class - Our Savior is Born!!
Jan. 1 Happy New Year! - No Class

Bible Study - 9:30am Room 214 -  Studying the Psalms. What are the lessons
in life we gain from them? Join us as we discuss what God has to say and how
we can put it into practice. All are welcome! Questions? please contact Steve
Spoerle at fsspoerle@gmail.com. No adult Ed Bible Study on Nov. 27.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Bible Studies During the Week

Monday Night Bible Study Mondays at 7:30 pm in Room 108. (Meets on the
2nd and 3rd Mondays of the month).
 
Men's Bible Breakfast - Thursday Mornings 6:15-7:15 at St. Louis Bread Co.
Winchester. Join us for coffee, enlightening discussions, and great fellowship.
We are presently discussing the book - "The Deeper Journey -Reflections on
Life and the Good News" by Rev. Dr. Tom Schoenherr. A thought provoking
collection of Pastor Tom's blogs that invite us to integrate contemporary issues
with a Christian perspective and spiritual depth. For more info contact Shawn
Geurkink at sgeurkink314@gmail.com.
  
CG's Bible Study Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 10:00 am
in Room 205.
 
Praying Moms Bible Study Meets each Thursday at 9:30 am in Room 107.    
                                                         
Naomi Circle Call Barb Rouse at 636.256.1933 or Joanna Brooks at
314.640.4946.The Naomi Circle meets the second Thursday of the month either
at church or in homes to discuss the lesson from the Women of the
ELCA Gather magazine. All are welcome!
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Thursday Women's Lunch Bunch Thursdays at noon in Room 205. Bring your
lunch and join us for a Beth Moore Study titled "Children of the Day," a nine-
week study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians.There will be daily lessons & videos.
Email Joanna Brooks at joannabrooks2000@gmail.com or call 314.640.4946 to
let her know that you will be joining us! All are welcome!

GSLC Book Club
Do you love to read? So do we! Please join
us in the Fireside Room at church on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7 pm. Can't attend?
Email emilyhaydenhorning@yahoo.com to join
the email list. Upcoming meetings &
books:Dec.20- The Nightingale by Kristin
Hannah

Our Neighbors, Our City

Dec. 5 - Monday - Next session.The
dialogue about racism continues.
Speakers and topics TBA.Babysitting &
light snacks provided. 6:30 - 8pm in
Room 150.

Celebrations

Baptisms
Vivian Pearl Cowart
Daughter of Michael & Sarah Cowart
November 20, 2016

Ella Katherine Webb
Daughter of Steve & Amy Webb
Granddaughter of Bob & Brenda Ogroski
Great Granddaughter of Barbara Brooks
November 26, 2016

Harper Elizabeth Ziemann
Daughter of Matt & Abbie Ziemann
Granddaughter of Lyle & Carol Ziemann
November 27, 2016

Birth Announcements
Charles Robert Brooks
Son of Chris & Erin Brooks
Grandson of Jim & Joanna Brooks
October 26, 2016

Wedding Announcements:
Clint Militzer/Amanda Watson - 
Nov. 2016

Joshua Lee Copeland & Morgan
Christine Verseman - 10/24/16

Our Staff

Pastor Rich Wolf
Senior Pastor
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Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
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Diaconal Minister
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Jamie De Geer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

Becky Howard
Dir.of Children's Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org

Julie Deay
Church Business Administrator
jdeay@gslcelca.org

Brenda Ogroski
Administrative Assistant
bogroski@gslcelca.org

Jennifer Makowski
Accountant/Communications
jmakowski@gslcelca.org

Kathy Rebholz
Dir. Building Blocks Preschool
krebholz@gslcelca.org

Cathy Putz
Office Assistant
cputz@gslcelca.org

Leslie Markovits
Office Assistant
lmarkovits@gslcelca.org

Keith Kolander
Organist
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