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Pentecost Sunday is June 4th, sometimes called the birthday of the Christian
church. Some 2000 years ago,the Holy Spirit moved through the disciples with
the sound of wind and the appearance of fire. As they boldly began to share the
Gospel, many responded in faith, and the church as we know it began. 
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Birthdays are awkward things.They mean different things to different people at
different stages of their development. When we're young we cannot help but look
forward to new experiences and new opportunities.When we get older we often
become more resistant to change. Memories of past events start to take on
higher, almost sacred value.We might even reminisce about the "good old days"
that weren't necessarily all that good, but that the passage of time always
seems to edit in a a positive light. 

So what does Pentecost - the birthday of the church - represent for us? A reason
to look back with nostalgia? Or an opportunity to look forward and set our sights
on the horizon where the Holy Spirit offers a future filled with new challenges and
opportunities along with the very power and presence of God? Perhaps both.

This year is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, also an appropriate time
for Lutherans to look back as well as ahead. We've come a long way
empowered by a Holy Spirit that is not a domesticated, tame, or quiet Spirit. This
Spirit of God shakes things up, tears down old ideas, and emboldens new
initiatives. It causes some old ways of thinking and doing to "die" and other new
ones to "arise." That should not be surprising, since the church has always been
both "dying" & "rising" to new life,often at the same time. 

Some are already writing the obituary for the church.They say it's dying. They
cite how some churches are struggling. Membership, giving, and attendance are
down across the board, among mainline churches and evangelicals alike. Many
young people, who have a remarkable ability of smelling B.S. a mile away, are
avoiding so-called "organized religion" like the plague.They paint a very
discouraging picture.

I suspect their assessment is premature. First of all, those purveyors of doom
and gloom do not take into account the persistence of the Holy Spirit, a serious
miscalculation.They also overlook places like Good Shepherd where the Gospel
is routinely proclaimed both in word and deed and where people's needs are
met with generosity and passion. This church is still growing.Change is still
happening, just not in places and ways that many expect. 

Yes, change is in the wind, but I believe that it is the wind of the Spirit blowing
through the life of the church. Yes, we have work to do, but I believe that good
things are ahead of us. We can trust God in that.

Pastor Rich

Jim Anderson
Council President

Your Council has been focused on the future of our Church.
We are currently studying the book; The Agile Church, by
Dwight Zscheile, a professor at Luther Seminary in St. Paul,
MN. Our focus is to think about our Church as an end to be

preserved and move toward reconceiving the Church as a result of our
faithfulness to the mission of God.

The WHIRL process continues to evolve, with much progress being made in the



Healing ministry, Involvement, Relationships and Leadership areas. We will be
commissioning three new leaders in the Stephen ministry program, helping to
reinforce a new start in our Healing area. Please look around the narthex, as the
Involvement team has a new display, helping members to find areas to "plug
into" here at Good Shepherd. Our Leadership Development committee is
working with the standing committees of the church on developing plans for
succession of leadership. I continue to be pleased with our progress, now one
year since the Congregational Survey helped kick off the process. I'm grateful to
the leadership of Glenn Kraft in moving this work forward for Good Shepherd.

We continue to work on the establishment of the core team for the Capital
Campaign. We are recruiting team members to assist with the campaign, and
refining the project list for both costs and rationale for each project. The recent
failure of the HVAC system serving the overflow area of the Sanctuary reinforces
the need to establish a long-term maintenance and funding plan, as identified by
the feasibility study. The system is being replaced, as we do have a small
capital maintenance fund that can bear that cost ($15,000). However, it will bring
the total in that fund down by approximately 45%.

As we continue to focus on our mission, I'm struck by how our Church continues
to have a "small church feel." We are a warm and welcoming congregation.
However, Good Shepherd is a large congregation. Consider that the median
worshipping size for Lutheran churches is 86, and the average ELCA
congregation worships with 131.4 saints of God on a given Sunday. We are
averaging about 500 worshippers on any given Sunday, more than four times
the average. Our size puts us in the top 2.5% of all ELCA congregations! As we
continue to grow, it is our prayer that we keep that small congregation feel, while
worshipping many more members while we are Following Christ, Growing in
Faith, Sharing God's Love.

Jim Anderson

Music Ministry
Jamie DeGeer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

Music Camp 2017!
Come on a journey into the
future - to a galaxy far away
where you will meet the crew
of the starship "Star Quest J-
316," whose mission is to
boldly spread God's love in
the greater Omega Galaxy! Paper has been outdated, and all written
communication is now digital, as believers can only read their Cyber Bibles on
the Intergalactic Bible Database. You will meet Captain Jimmy P. Trekker and his
crew as they encounter a villain named Deletor from the planet M-Nezia, who
manages to use Zita the Droidbot to hack into and delete the entire Cyber Bible
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before anyone can stop him! Join them on their journey as they share the love of
God with Deletor and teach him about God's unconditional love. 

Campers, Counselors, High School Helpers, Adult Leaders and Helpers will
spend the week of June 5th rehearsing lines and songs, learning choreography,
painting props and sets and learning about God's love through His word. Join us
on this incredible journey of Following Christ, Growing in Faith and Sharing God's
Love!

Summer Intergenerational Mission Trip to Cree
Nation: June 24 - July 1

This summer, 18 Good Shepherd members will head to
Cree Nation in Fisher River, Manitoba Canada for a week
focused on growing in faith, sharing God's love and serving
others! These workers, learners and storytellers appreciate your prayers as
they prepare their hearts, minds and hands for this journey.

Children and Family Ministry
Becky Howard
Director of Children & Family Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org
 
Would you like to be a part of our Children's

Ministry Team? We need you! From leading a Sunday morning class (ages
range from 2 to high school!) ... making coffee and greeting folks every Sunday
morning ... leading Wednesday evening Youth Club art, craft and service classes
to serving as a middle school mentor. If you are interested in helping our children
grow in faith, we'd love for you to join this fun and always rewarding ministry!
Contact Becky Howard bhoward@gslcelca.org to find out more!
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Congratulations to the following young people who celebrated their Affirmation of
Baptism/Confirmation on April 30, 2017:

Kayla Marie Adams,Quinton Daniel Bader, Lauren Elizabeth Bles, Veronica
Renee Dienhart, William August Eastlund, Sophia Ann Essig, Sarah Marie
Fatzinger, Adeline Dale Geistler, Jasper Mathias Kruyne, Maddison Grace
Mahoney, Matthew Edward McClain, Caleb John Messerly, Karl Ernst
Oswald, Alec Richard Schneider, Breanna Cailin Schroeder, Evan Charles
Schultz, Aaron Christopher Schumacher, Sophie Smith-Gackstatter, Owen Scott
Stevenson, Marjorie Ellen Ware

We have lots going on this summer at Good Shepherd. Please remember
the following groups in your prayers:

Music camp participants & leaders - June 5-9
20 incoming freshmen beginning FLY activities
19 youth and leaders attending Confircamp June 19-23
20 youth & adults going to Youthworks trip in Cairo, Illinois - July 9-14
18 folks heading to Cree Nation Fisher River in Manitoba, Canada June 24
-July 1 for an Intergenerational Mission Trip with World Servants
VBS leaders as they plan and recruit for VBS Week - July 31-Aug 4 

Save the Date for VBS 2017! July 31- August 4,
9 am - noon Registration info is in the Narthex and on the
church website. VBS is offered to children age 4 by 8/1/17
through those entering 5th grade this fall. Plenty of
opportunities for volunteers middle school and
up! Contact Becky Howard. 

Summer Sunday School/Children's Church begins
June 11th! Our summer Children's Church program will
again be during the 9:30 service for preschool through
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Wed, Jun 7 6-8 pm, Kings & Queens of the Hill - Outdoor Fun/Cookout on
the North Property - no cost, please RSVP by June 5

Sun, Jun 11 9-9:30, Bagels and Fun in theMiddle. Middle Schoolers are
then welcome to help as junior leaders during the 9:30
Children's Church  program during the reading and sermon
time - no cost/no RSVP

Jun 19-23 Confircamp for registered incoming 7th & 8th graders (M-F)
Wed, July 5 6:45-8:15, Escape the Room Night @ Breakout Games

Manchester, $15 per person - limited space, first come/first
reserved (full payment reserves your space)

Fri, Jul 14-15 7p Fri. - 8a Sat, Summer "Hands On" lock-in - on-site service
project followed by fun, games and FOOD ( in no particular
order) - no cost, RSVP by 7/10

Sun, Jul 23 12-1:00 VBS Middle School Junior Guide Volunteer Lunch &
Training - Volunteer registration due by 7/10; lunch meeting
RSVP by 7/20

Jul. 31 - Aug 4 VBS Week-middle school junior guides needed 9a-12p M-F
Aug. 2 12-2pm Xtreme VBS for middle school VBS volunteers 
Aug. 13 12-2pm Back to School family build-a-meal lunch & games;

potluck instructions to follow - no cost. RSVP by 8/10

elementary age children. Children will begin in worship
with their families at the 9:30 service. After a short
children's message during the service, our Children's
Church leaders will lead them to nearby classrooms for
child-focused activities during the sermon, prayers and
offering. Children will rejoin their parents in worship just
prior to Holy Communion. This program will run June 11 - July 30th!

Mark Your Calendars - Sunday School Meet Your Teacher
Sunday will be on August 13. First full day of school is August 20.
More details to follow!

   2017 MIDDLE SCHOOL     2017 MIDDLE SCHOOL  

Reg iste r outside  Be cky's o ffice  o r Youth C lubReg iste r outside  Be cky's o ffice  o r Youth C lub
HutHut



Kathy Rebholz
Director, Building Blocks Preschool
krebholz@gslcelca.org

This May, Building Blocks Preschool released another set of
curious individuals into the world! Most of our five-year-old

"graduates" have spent three to four years praying and singing in the sanctuary,
learning more than just their ABCs and 123s, building relationships with their
classmates and teachers, and most importantly learning about Jesus
Christ.These children bring Jesus home with them and share His good news.How
do I know? I hear the stories! 

Thank you to our dedicated teachers.They are talented and creative, loving and
consistent, accepting and interested in others. Each teacher brings their own
personality and talents. Each team member is valued and appreciated. This
wonderful ministry enriches the lives of all involved.On behalf of the Building
Blocks staff, thank you Good Shepherd for supporting this wonderful ministry.
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Good Shepherd Family...

It is with great excitement that I have
accepted the opportunity to serve as a
Young Adult in Global Mission (YAGM)
volunteer in Madagascar starting in August
2017. I will be one of more than 85 young
adults serving on behalf of the ELCA in 11
different country programs around the
world!

Bet you are wondering how this all happened, so let us go back a few years. I
was raised by wonderful parents who brought me to church and showed me the
world. They made me ask the big questions in life and form my own views. They
took me to church every Sunday. I literally grew up at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church with our mission statement of: Following Christ, Growing in Faith, Sharing
God's Love. That has been my motto for how I live my life. All of my actions are
shaped by my faith. My understanding of the world was created not only by my
faith, but by my travels. I remember every summer packing up our van and
heading out with our camping gear. I was blessed to see the United States with
my own eyes. Soon this love for travel led beyond the United States. I began
going on mission trips with church, studying abroad in college, and going on a
medical mission trip. All these things were stepping stones.

Little did I know as a kid that I would get a degree in nursing and have a passion
for global mission. I have always felt that God was calling me for something
unique in my life. My goal has always been to combine my passion for nursing,
love for travel, and faith into one amazing experience. When I was told to look
into YAGM, my heart was overjoyed by what I found. Everything fit with how I was
feeling about the mission work I wanted to be participating in. God has blessed
me with a nursing degree and over 4 years of learning in a major hospital. I feel
like I am being called to put my skills to use in another place. 



The total cost for one young adult's year of service is $15,000. As part of
accepting this call, I am asked to raise support for my year of service, and I am
hoping to be able to raise the full amount. Yes, this seems like a lot of money,
but even the smallest gift can make a difference. For as little as $41, you can
support one day on my journey. Through your donation, you join me on this
journey as I grow in my own faith and walk in partnership with our global
companions.

50 states and 22 countries later, I find myself taking another journey. Living in
Madagascar for a year! I can't wait to see where God is leading me. 

Grace and Peace,
Amy Kallansrud

Windows to My World Fundraiser

Sunday July 9, 2017 from 5pm-9pm
The Stages at KDHX - 3524 Washington Ave St. Louis, MO 63103
Join me for a night of fun, food, and photography. Find out what my trip is
all about and help me to raise money for my year abroad with Young
Adults in Global Mission. There will be opportunities to view/buy some of
my photographs, sign up for my blog, and spend time with me before I
leave. Light refreshments provided and cash bar available. All are
welcome to join me on this evening. Attendance is free but a donation will
gladly be accepted at the door. 

  
Madagascar Movie Night Fundraiser

Friday July 21, 2017: movie starting at dusk (8:30ish)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church- 327 Woods Mill Road, Manchester, MO
63011
Come spend a fun summer evening watching the animated movie
Madagascar outside on the church yard. Bring a blanket or lawn chair and
enjoy some fresh popcorn while laughing and learning more about the
country of Madagascar. Suggested donation of $5 per person or $15 for a
family. 

Blog link: windowstomyworld.org
Donation page link: http://support.elca.org/goto/AmyKallasrud
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Fellowship of Lutheran Youth - FLY
Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
astewart@gslcelca.org 

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles
                               Isaiah 40:31

Upcoming FLY Events:

Jun 1-3 Garage sale (signup in the narthex to help with sorting and
sales)

Jun 7 6-8pm, Bowling and pizza (dropoff/pickup at Brunswick Zone,
Valley Park) - $10, RSVP by Jun 4

Jun 11 4-7pm, Youthworks Team Time (dinner included)
Jun 14 6-8pm, Chill on the Hill (bring chairs and yard games to the

GSLC hill-dinner included) - FREE! RSVP by Jun 11
Jun 21 6-8pm, 'Summer Wednesday Potluck' and board game night

(Rm 108) - bring a dish to share and a game
Jun 25 2-5:30pm, City Museum (meet at GSLC; drivers needed) - $3

or $8 for roof access; RSVP by Jun 11
Jun 28 5:30-9pm, Nursing home visit and demo ball/pizza (dropoff at

1 Meramec Bluffs Dr, Ballwin @ 5:30pm, pickup at GSLC at
9pm; drivers needed) - $15

Youth Works Mission Trip - Supplies
Needed - July 9-14th, 17 youth will head to
Cairo, IL to serve in and among the community.
They are asking for your help to bring
backpacks and school supplies for the children
of Cairo. Please see the board in the narthex to
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help.

Congratulations to our high school graduates!
Mark Butler - Missouri University of Science and Technology, Katherine Franz -
University of Notre Dame, Hannah Geurkink - Belmont University,
Rachel Griffard - University of Kansas, Emily Hintz - University of Central
Missouri, Katherine Johnson - Maryville University, Ava Larsen - Indiana
University, Colleen Messerly, Sophia Patti, Noah Stelmachowicz - Truman
State University, Will Sutter - Southern Methodist University, Justin Van Buren -
Army National Guard, Ft. Leonard Wood, Alyssa Warchol, Caroline Zupan -
Columbia University, Thank you to the Mission Sewing group for creating
the beautiful blankets for senior gifts!

Congratulations to our college graduates!
Jason Bladow - graduating from Truman State University, with degrees in
Creative Writing, Computer Science, and Spanish, Rachel Bladow - graduating
from Florida Atlantic University with a Master of Biology, Julia Curtis - graduating
from Luther College with degrees in Communication Studies and
German, Rebecca Curtis - graduating from the University of Michigan with a
Master of Architecture, Steven Field - graduating from the University of Missouri
with a degree in Civil Engineering, Spencer Hughey - graduating from Truman
State University with a degree in Agriculture Conservation, Brian Klopf -
graduating from Iowa State University with degrees in Food Science and
German, Nick Sherwood - graduating from the University of Missouri St. Louis
with a degree in Business Administration
Scott Tipton - graduating from the University of Missouri

Lutherans Caring for God's Creation - from Pr. Amy
Do you know that we have a mission garden?
 Four years ago, a dedicated group created it
and tend it regularly.They share the produce
with organizations around St. Louis that help
to feed the community. Check it out in the
retention area on the south side of the
property and contact Sandi Bahr if you're
interested in joining the team! 
 

  



Service Team - Janie Wolfangel
The Service Team helps to organize many service-related activities within the
church and one of those has been the "Baby Shower,".We are very grateful for
your overwhelming support and generosity with this endeavor. Our next project
will be a "Thank You" of sorts for our soldiers as they pass through the USO at
St. Louis Lambert Airport with some personal care items.The items they have
requested are: toothpaste, shaving cream,mouthwash (ALL TRAVEL SIZE,
PLEASE), razors and Kleenex 
individual packs.

The Food Bin for June will again support the Wings of Love and Youth Care
Center in North County. Items requested are: Peanut Butter, Jelly, Boxes of
Breakfast Cereals, Spaghetti Noodles and Sauce in non-glass containers, Chili
(with or without beans).

Monthly Benevolence Fund: Each month the Service Team has a theme
which helps guide the selection of recipients for that month's Benevolence Fund
disbursements. The theme for May was Women's Concerns. The team
researched several agencies and we were able to help: Our Lady's Inn,
Gateway 180, Micro-financing in Africa and Magdalene House. We also
allocated funds to Habitat for Humanity so we can continue to move forward on
the Reformation celebration project with other ELCA churches in the area.

One of the agencies we supported was Our Lady's Inn. This organization
provides a loving home and an array of services supporting pregnant women
and their children suffering with homelessness. For more than 35 years families
have been sheltered and supported in their efforts to live healthy and productive
lives, attain educational goals, gain employment and secure stable housing.

The Service Team generally meets on the first Tuesday of the month, but due to
scheduling conflicts, the June meeting will be on Tuesday - May 30th at 7:00
p.m., in Room 205. Please join us - we are always looking for new members to
join this worthwhile ministry at Good Shepherd.

Join us for Summer Fun!

You are invited to join an educational and social
event hosted by the ladies of the Good Shepherd



Prayer Shawl group. We will gather on Saturday,
June 10 from 10:00 am - 12 noon in the fireside
room of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. Be
inspired by learning to knit or crochet and
conversation about prayer shawl ministries. Bring
your own projects or a willingness to learn a new
project. Contact Barbara Rouse 636.256.1933 or
Jane Wagner 636.227.8999 or bjwag53@sbcglobal.net with questions.Thank
you to Jane Wagner for making this a Thrivent Action Team Event.May the Spirit
be with you!

Feed My Starving Children
 
Hunger is Complicated, and sometimes
Reality is, too
Save the Date: October 18th-22nd

You have an opportunity to send food
to people whose livelihoods have been

destroyed by drought, war or natural disaster. You may also help with the crisis
in East Africa, and the hundreds of families in Haiti that were affected by
Hurricane Matthew. If you can help, the need is urgent.. 

We will be packing food for Feed My Starving Children in October -- 10 MILLION
Manna Pack meals have been requested by their partners. Come save a child's
life and donate your time (2 hour packing shifts) and/or money: $.22 each meal.
Sign up will be August 19th & 20th for Good Shepherd families; August 21st it
opens up to the public. $80 feeds a child for a year- start collecting quarters and
see how many children you can feed by October. 

Do you work for a business that matches your volunteer hours? Here is an easy
way to engage your business in becoming a champion for Feed My Starving
Children. The hours you donate save lives and create hope. 

See the FMSC table in the narthex for more information. Contact Suzie
Everingham @ 636-391-6685 or severingham@gslcelca.org if you have
questions.

A "Wink" from the Welcome Ministry Team
by: Elliott Haugen
The Welcome Ministry Team helps promote a friendly, inclusive
and supportive atmosphere for members and visitors. In May we
helped the WHIRL Involvement planning team kickoff and
"Interests Connect Us" effort  to help members find out about and join various
groups, ministries and activities.
  

The WHIRL Involvement Team identified 118 Good Shepherd
groups and activities that involve our members. These opportunities
include Bible studies, educational programs, musical groups,
service and support ministries, fellowship and recreational activities,
worship assistance, leadership, and facilities & grounds. These are
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participation activities and do not include worship services, concerts or other
events. A few groups are full because members are elected, e.g., Council or
Audit Committee, or because they are the right size, e.g., small groups that have
developed strong, long-term interpersonal relationships. 
  
A directory of groups and activities with descriptions and contact information
was created. A reference copy can be found in the 3-ring binder (with the
pictorial directory) at the information table near the coffee pots. Electronic copies
are available on the Good Shepherd web site, at the bottom under the "Member
Access" link (password MartyLuther). You may also click HERE to view the
document.

Now is a good time to think about joining a new group, ministry or activity as
another way to strengthen your connection to God and other members.
 
The Welcome Ministry will also be holding another new member
orientation/information session on Sunday July 9 and 16; those wishing to join
will be welcomed on Sunday July 23.

Note: A "wink" is a brief form of communications that implies a hello or friendly
greeting. Watch for future Winks with thoughts and information about GSLC's
church-wide welcoming ministry.

Stewardship
Count Your Blessings
Almost everyone has heard of a "swear jar"- that jar you put money in as a
punishment for a vice you have committed hoping it makes you feel a little better.
At the end of the allotted time, you have a jar full of quarters, and possibly
changed habits, but is there more to it? Should there be more to it? There is so
much negativity and devastation in our faces from both the news and social
media, just look at the last few weeks: another major flood, severe storms
leaving people without power, violence across neighborhoods, and all of this in
addition to our personal struggles, it's easy to overlook the beautiful things in the
world. 

That's why I've decided to flip the script on the old swear jar and challenge my
family to create a blessings jar.My idea is to recognize both the big and little
things around us and take a moment to appreciate ihemt. It's not going to be a jar
entirely filled with coins or extra dollars, but also notes and tokens to remember
what we did. For example, my Mother's Day present from the boys was tickets
to the baseball game. Each boy had a little money left over from their snack
allowance which went into the jar, but so did the ticket stub with a heart that Jack
drew on it. My goal is that once a month we take whatever money we have
accumulated and add it to our giving at church or to a charity. This jar isn't about
penance but rather about looking at God's creation and being thankful for all God
provides. 

Does your family have a tradition or an idea like this? Would you be willing to
have your own blessings jar? I'd love to hear your stories and ideas on how
you've flipped the script and how it went. 

In Christ,

http://goodshepherdlutheran.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/GSLC-Involvement-Opportunities-Directory-170515-final-for-web.pdf


Christina Kling-Garrett
Stewardship Chair

Bible Studies During the Week
 
Men's Bible Breakfast - Thursday Mornings 6:15-7:15 at St. Louis Bread Co.
Winchester. Join us Thursday mornings for coffee, fellowship, and lively
discussion on "Reformation: The Word at Work"  A study of the events of the
Reformation and the life of Martin Luther on this 500th anniversary year of the
Reformation.For info contact Shawn Geurkink at sgeurkink314@gmail.com
  
CG's Bible Study is the Book of Proverbs and meets the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of the month at 10:00 am in Room 205.
                                                          
Thursday Women's Lunch Bunch - The Thursday Lunch Bunch invites you to
our new study at noon in the Fireside Room.  Please bring your lunch and drink.
The study will be from Pastor Tom's book titled The Deeper Journey:
Reflections on Life and the Good News. If you are interested in joining us or
have any questions, please email or call Joanna Brooks at
joannabrooks2000@gmail.com or 314.640.4946. Come and join us!

Sunday morning Bible study & Adult Education will resume in the Fall.

Celebrations

Baptisms

Madilyn Lillian Marie Meyers
Baptized 5/6/2017
daughter of
Jonathan & Michelle Meyers and
granddaughter of Bob and Mary
Meyers.

Marriages

Natalie Dallman & Barry Dellecese, Jr.
Married 5/20/2017
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