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Rich Wolf
Senior Pastor 
rwolf@gslcelca.org

Advent is a time of preparation and waiting.  The word is
derived fromthe Latin and means "coming." Someone

special is coming.  We decorate the church with blue paraments, symbolic of
hope. And we light an Advent Wreath as the weeks count down to Christmas.
Before we know it, and perhaps before we're even ready, we'll celebrate the
coming of a Savior into our world.

That's what Advent is all about. Getting ready. But we prepare quite differently than the rest of
our world.  We prepare our hearts and eagerly await the coming of our Lord as a child in the
manger and into our everyday lives. 

Contrary to how you might think, this preparation can be more difficult than shopping and
decorating and partying.  This preparation is one of heart and mind, of perspective and
priorities. We measure what's really important in our lives and how God's presence in Christ
affects and transforms everything. We find that God "shows up" in unexpected places, not only
thousands of years ago, but still today.

In St. Luke's account of the nativity, the angel Gabriel came to Mary to tell her that she would
bear a son who would be great and be called the Son of the Most High God.  Mary was of
course surprised and replied: "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  The angel's message
seemed impossible.

We hear this word "impossible" a lot these days. Maybe we feel like it would be "impossible"
for us to make it through a certain struggle, conflict, illness, or addiction.  Maybe we've been
burned so many times that we've lost our ability to hope, imagine and dream.  But what if we
really heard the angel's words to Mary as if they were addressed to us instead this Advent
season: "For nothing will be impossible with God."(Luke 1:37)
Ours is a God of possibility- of changed lives and restored relationships.  Ours is a God who
specializes in surprises- even making the impossible possible. Ours is a God who comes to
walk with us and guide us as we face what might seem to be an uncertain future.
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May this Advent season be a time when each of us can focus on the amazing possibilities our
God holds out before us.  May the hope of this season fill your hearts and open your eyes to
the amazing works of our God, however "impossible" they may seem.

Pastor Rich

Jim Anderson
Council President

I think we do a good job here at Good Shepherd in
caring for one another and carrying out the mission
of our church.However, when it comes to communicating our financial needs
and priorities,we have room for improvement.Recently we have been

working to change that, and I want to thank the Stewardship team, and in particular Kristina
Kling-Garrett, who has been critical in bringing our message forward to the congregation.

While we are pleased at the number of pledges for our 2018 budget we have received to
date, compared to what we had in hand last year at the same time, we still don't have a good
handle on what the income will be for Good Shepherd in 2018.  The Council has been working
on an expense budget, and that is nearly complete.The hope is to have the proposed budget
in front of the congregation before the annual meeting on January 28, 2018. We are all praying
that by the annual meeting we will have a clear picture of income.

The operating budget that is almost complete has a 3.8% increase over 2017. If you are still
considering a pledge or an estimate of giving for 2018, please keep that increase in mind as
you prayerfully consider the direction that you are taking for your gifts to GSLC.
As most of you know, our capital campaign, "Good To Grow," is wrapping up and we are very
close to our goal of $ 2,000,000. We are quite pleased with our results and are optimistic that
we will attain the goal by the end of the year. To those who helped, thank you. To those who
gave, thank you.  If you have not made a commitment, we have forms available for your use.
Ask any member of Council or the Campaign and we will help you get the right document.

It is the time of year where we often take stock of our lives, and count our blessings.  I'm
blessed to have a great wife, a wonderful family, grand kids that I can spoil and a church home
that I love. All in all God has been good to us. Have a wonderful holiday season. 

In Christ,
Jim Anderson, Council President

Music Ministry
Jamie DeGeer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

Sat. Dec. 9 at 5:30 and
Sun. Dec. 10 at 11:00  

It is NOT a fairy tale, a myth, or a bedtime story. It is the

true story of God's son being born of a virgin, wrapped in
swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger in Bethlehem.
Angels told shepherds, and stargazers came from the
Far East to be among His first worshipers. It is a beautiful
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Far East to be among His first worshipers. It is a beautiful
story that we recreate every Christmas.
 
Come experience the birth of Jesus Christ from the
viewpoints of many who witnessed it firsthand. Join the
Good Shepherd Choir and Orchestra as they present a
Christmas musical titled "The Greatest Story Ever Told"
on Saturday, December 9th at 5:30 pm and Sunday,
December 10th at 11:00 am. The musical will also be
presented at Meramec Bluffs on Tuesday, December
5th at 7:00pm.
 
Share this good news with a friend, neighbor or co-worker by inviting them to join you on this
journey to Bethlehem.

Becky Howard
Director of Children & Family Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org

Here's what's coming up in December:

Dec. 3 Preparing for CHRISTmas
Dec. 10 Sunday School Christmas Presentation rehearsal in the gym
Dec. 17 Sunday School Christmas Presentation during 9:30 worship
Dec. 24 No Class - Christmas Break!
Dec. 31 No Class - Christmas Break!

Good Shepherd Parenting Group meets monthly  from 9:30-10:30 in the gym - we will rotate
each month between coffee & conversation and speakers/topical discussion.   Here's what's
coming up in December: 

Sunday, Dec.10,  9:30-10:40 in Room 108 - Mary Breininger will lead a discussion on The
Energy Project.

PARENT'S NIGHT OUT - Our fall event was great fun.Plans are in the works for a winter
night out - more info to follow!

Mitten Tree through Dec.10 - Our middle school youth are again
collecting new mittens, scarves, hats and coats (gently used coats can
also be used) to help warm the bodies and hearts of needy children in our
area. Donations will be accepted at the Mitten Tree in the Narthex. Thanks.

Dec.17, 9:30am - Sun. School Christmas Service- Joy to the World 
All Sunday School children (ages 2 - 8th grade) will have the opportunity to
participate in this Christmas celebration service.  
We will have one rehearsal in the gym from 9:30-10:30 on Dec.10, grades
K-5th (plus middle schoolers involved) should go directly to the gym for
rehearsal. Afterwards,we will have a birthday party for Jesus! Our Little Lambs, Preschoolers
and Pre-K classes will join the rehearsal toward the end of their meeting time.On the day of the
program, Dec.17,  all children should arrive by 9:15 am. Children can be dropped off in their
regular classroom and they can wear their "Christmas best."
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First Communion Classes Start Next Month - First Communion instruction will be held on
three consecutive Wed. evenings: Jan.15, 24 & 31 from 6:45 to 7:30 pm in Rm.150.These
classes are offered to all second and third graders and to any youth 4th grade who have not
received this instruction.Parents are asked to attend these evenings as well, and in this way
can offer encouragement to make this a meaningful and important event in their child's faith
journey. 

Sat. Feb. 3 - Special First Communion Family Event 7-8:30 pm - The whole family,
including extended family and baptismal sponsors, are invited to attend.There will be
discussion and active learning as we prepare for the First Communion celebration the next
day.The children will receive their First Communion on Sunday, Feb. 4 during the 11:00 am
service.Please call Becky Howard for more information. 

Youth Club - The 2017 session of our mid-week Youth Club program is coming to an end for
SOS (6th through 8th grades) on Dec.13. Our PREP friends (2-5th grades) ended the year in
Youth Club on November 15. Our Wed.evenings together are a time of faith connection
(including Confirmation instruction for 6th, 7th & 8th  grades),fun and deepening
friendships! We will start up again with both PREP and SOS on 
Jan.10.   
 
Thank you to all of our great parent volunteers-without you Youth Club would not be possible.
We are blessed with your partnership in this youth ministry and look forward to the year
ahead. Please call Becky Howard for more information about our mid-week youth ministry
program-it's never too late to join!

Sunday mornings in theMiddle! Middle School youth please join us Sun. mornings from
9:30-10:40 in theMiddle - Rm. 147!  

Sunday School: Come GROW with us! 9:30 -10:40 a.m. Ages 2- Adult
There will be No Sunday School on Christmas Eve or New Years Eve. See you back in class
on Jan.7.



Dec. 3 5-7pm, Knockerball and dinner (drop off/pick up at Sears entrance of
Chesterfield Mall); $10 for knockerball plus $$ for dinner (spots are limited, so
reserve yours with $10)

Dec. 9 10am-12pm, cookie tray prep (fundraiser) - gym
Dec. 9-10 cookie tray sales after services (sign up for a shift with PA)
Dec. 10 4:15-6:30pm, C+ rehearsal and dinner; 6:30-8pm, FLY night
Dec. 17 11am, FLY friends lead 11am worship (let PA know how you will

help!); 6:30-8pm, FLY Christmas party (bring a cheap/silly, wrapped gift)
FLY Activities will take a break after December 17 and resume January 7!

Fellowship of Lutheran Youth - FLY
Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
astewart@gslcelca.org 

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles.Isaiah 40:31

FLY Christmas Cookie Sales

This is one of our big fundraisers for FLY activities
and the Gathering. All FLY youth are asked to bring
13 dozen home-made cookies (10, each, if you have
a FLY sibling), to the gym by 10am on Dec.9. Then,
from 10am-noon, we will package them to sell after
all services that weekend.In order to protect our
friends with allergies,cookies without nuts must be made with tools and surfaces that have not

touched nuts, and must be packaged separately.The same is true for gluten-free.
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    Dec 6: Bread Co. Frontenac      |      Dec 13: Einstein Bagels Ellisville



Feed My Starving Children-Thank You!

We, the  Planning Committee would like to extend a Huge
Thank You to the Good Shepherd families and staff for
supporting and trusting us with this huge endeavor of
organizing our 11th Feed My Starving Children Mobile
Pack. We couldn't have done this with you. A reminder: there are 2,236 children that will be fed
one meal a day for an entire year because of this Mobile Pack. 
 
May we continue to  pass along God's Blessing as we are  called to be Good Shepherds each
and every day.



Stewardship
Christina Kling-Garrett

That's Stewardship.

Thanksgiving through Advent is the time of year many of us reflect upon the blessings we are
thankful for in our personal and spiritual lives. One thing I'm thankful for is to be part of such a
wonderful church family here at Good Shepherd. We have an amazing parish community and
I'd like to thank everyone who has shared their time, talents, and treasures with the church this
year. We continue to make a difference in our community, and the world, through our various
programs.

As I was trying to figure out a topic to wrap up the year, it dawned on me how hard
Stewardship is to define. On one hand it's very concrete - it's time, talent, and treasure - but on
the other, it's very abstract. Who can define someone else's talents and interests? or the
amount of time they can give? Or their financial resources? Those variables have the ability to
change at any given time.Then a few weeks ago, I was watching a reality show and witnessed
a contemporary example of stewardship that I wanted to share.

Growing up, this celebrity's father would drive her and her sisters to Skid Row in downtown Los
Angles to show them that not everyone was as fortunate as they were. People very close to
where they lived had struggles that resulted in their homelessness. As the girls grew older and
had families of their own, they wanted to show their children the same thing their father had
showed them.But what they noticed was that the situation had grown more serious in recent
years.This is when one of them felt compelled to act. This woman has millions in financial
resources, she has talent (TV shows, A-list connections, social media platforms where millions
hear her voice on a daily basis) but she also took the time to reach out to an LA Councilwoman
for a better explanation of the current situation.I'm not going to lie, there were parts of the
episode where I yelled at the television, "Just give the city money to build a shelter!" But
later, as she explained how she realized this was a larger problem than she alone could solve,
and that she needed to use her time and talents, along with her financial resources, to really
cause a change, it hit me how she was being a good steward.In the end, she gave all three to
a charity that helps women and children find transitional housing within LA.

Now, if I had started this article saying that Kim Kardashian West was the poster child for
modern stewardship, everyone in this congregation would tell me I'm crazy.She's famous for
being self-absorbed and vain. However, in this situation, she used all of the abilities she had
access to for a cause that she found meaningful.And that's how I'm defining Stewardship this
month.How can you use the abilities you have access to towards a cause you care for? Is
there a program at church you really feel passionate about? Do you have a few hours a week



there a program at church you really feel passionate about? Do you have a few hours a week
to help a small group or do a service project? Do you have the financial gifts to help us
maintain our facilities and programs? If so, that's Stewardship.

"Our time, talents, and treasures are on loan to us from God.Give them away with unlimited
generosity." - Derwin Gray

Together in Christ,
Christina Kling-Garrett
Stewardship Chair

General Fund Pledging for 2018

The Stewardship team is hoping to reach 200 returned pledge cards before the end of the
year, and we want the process to be as easy as possible.You can return your card by mail, in
the offering plate, or to the office If you've lost your card, you can pick one up at church or
simply email your pledge to Jennifer at jmakowski@gslcelca.org.

Habitat for Humanity: A Great Way to Make a Difference
 
In honor of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Good Shepherd is
working with area Lutheran and Catholic churches to build a home in the Bevo
Mill area of St. Louis. We need workers on December 2 and 9 and for dates in
January to-be-determined. Even if you've never done a Habitat build before,
or if you have minimal or no building skills, consider this opportunity.We can

really use you--and you'll be taught what you need to do. For more information, contact Della
Bretscher at (636) 484-0092 or jdlhbretscher@sbcglobal.net. 

Bible Studies & Adult Education

Sunday Morning Topical Discussion Group - 9:30am - Room 205
Please check the bulletin announcements each week for topics! Please join us.

Sunday Morning Bible Study - 9:30am - Room 214 - Finishing our study of Matthew. It's a
great time to join the group and help decide what we study next.Join us as we discuss what
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great time to join the group and help decide what we study next.Join us as we discuss what
God is saying  to us and how we can put it into practice.All are welcome! No class December
24th & 31st.Questions? Contact Steve Spoerle at fsspoerle@gmail.com

The Thursday Lunch Bunch begins again on January 18, 2018 in the Fireplace Room at
noon.The group will be reading and discussing the book Faith Book Club each week.This is
about three mothers  from three faiths-Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, who got together to
write a picture book for their children.The book highlights the discussions between these ladies
trying to understand and answer questions for their children. Please join us for this study and
discussion. Contact Joanna Brooks at 314.640.4946 or email joannabrooks2000@gmail.com.
All are welcome!

Men's Bible Breakfast -Thursday Mornings 6:15-7:15  at St. Louis Bread Co.,
Winchester. NEW topic beginning in December! It's a good time to join the group.Check the
weekly announcements for details.Join us for coffee, fellowship, and inspiring discussion. All
are welcome.For more info contact Shawn Geurkink at sgeurkink314@gmail.com.

Monday Night Bible Study - Meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 7:30pm. All are
welcome!

CG Bible Study - Continues a study of the Reformation - Thursdays at 10:00am in Room 205.

Naomi Circle - Naomi Circle meets the 2nd Thursday of the month. The November 9th host is
Edith Egertson and the leader is Brenda Jansen. For information contact Brenda Jansen at
636-273-6876 or luvsflowers@charter.net.

All Anew Bible Study (From Gather Magazine) - Meets 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30
in the Fireside Rm. Please contact Vicki Haugen (571) 235-3935, Kim Sherwood (636) 236-
8601, or Marilyn Jones (636) 394-3904.
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If you would like to learn more about how to become a Stephen Minister, contact Pastor Wolf
at 636-391-6685,rwolf@gslcelca.org.You can also check out the Stephen Ministry website
at www.stephenministry.org. 

Service Team - Janie Wolfangel

There are always many service related activities going on that the Service
Team helps to organize or coordinate. We have reached the busy time of
year.

Christmas Giving Tree is set up in the Narthex -  We will again support
families from Circle of Concern and teenagers from First Step Back Home. Items need to
be back at church on Sun. Dec.10 - Please include ornament with your gifts.

Dec. 16 - First Step Back Home Christmas Party - A table is set up in the Narthex with
information along with a suggestion sheet listing items needed to fill much appreciated
laundry baskets.

Dec. 2, Dec. 9, Dec. 16 - Habitat for Humanity Work Dates - Please see the display in the
Narthex for more information.

Meal-a-Month Food Bin will support Maplewood/Richmond Heights School District food
pantry the months of December and January Items needed are:

Pasta Sauce (no glass please)
Canned fruit, dry breakfast foods (cereal, oatmeal, breakfast biscuits) 

Monthly Benevolence Fund: Each month the Service Team has a theme which helps
guide the selection of recipients for that month's Benevolence Fund disbursements.The
theme for November was Hunger The Service Team researched several agencies that
provide help to families in need and chose to support Meds and Food for Kids, Wings of
Hope and Trinity Soulard Homeless Project.One of the agencies we are supporting is
Meds & Food for Kids.This agency is dedicated to saving the lives of Haiti's
malnourished children and other nutritionally vulnerable people.They accomplish this by
developing, producing and distributing highly nutritious foods,including the gold-standard
Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF).They make the food products in Haiti, using

Haitian workers and whenever possible, Haitian raw materials.Haitians call RUTF
"Medika Mamba" - or "Peanut Butter Medicine.

The Service Team typically meets on the first Tuesday of every month, but due to scheduling
conflicts we will be meeting the first Monday in Dec.(the 4th) at 7:00 pm in Rm. 205. Please join
us - we are always looking for new members to join this worthwhile ministry at Good Shepherd.

First Step Back Home

Dec.16: 11am - 2pm - The First Step Back Home Christmas will be the 9th
Annual Christmas Wonderland Party for the homeless in the Wentzville
area.We will help them again this year and it's not too early to start shopping
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area.We will help them again this year and it's not too early to start shopping
for those cleaning supplies. A basket full of cleaning supplies is like winning

the lottery for these families so if you can start shopping for any of these supplies, it would be
hugely appreciated.The display with the laundry baskets will be in the narthex in late
November, but here is the list of supplies we need:

Detergent, powdered bleach, dish soap, bathroom cleaner, dryer sheets, toilet
paper, window cleaner, paper towels, hand/bath soap, dish towels, sponges, stain
remover, and/or $5.00 in quarters for the Laundromat use.

Any questions please call: Julie Patthoff @314-591-2528.

GSLC Book Club

It's starting to feel like winter- can't you just picture snuggling up in
your favorite chair enjoying a new book? We'd love to have you join
us at one of our monthly meetings - 7pm in the Fireside Room here
at church.

Dec 19: News of the World by Paulette Jiles 
Jan 16: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
Feb 20: Mrs. Sherlock Holmes by Brad Ricca
Mar 20: The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe
Apr 17: Hum If You Don't Know the Words by Bianca Marais
May 15: Fly Away by Kristin Hannah
Jun 19: World Without End by Ken Follett

Questions or would like to be added to the email list? Please contact Emily at
636-326-4209 or emilyhaydenhorning@yahoo.com.

Our Staff

Pastor Rich Wolf
Senior Pastor
rwolf@gslcelca.org

Pastor Josh Brecht
Associate Pastor
jbrecht@gslcelca.org

Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
astewart@gslcelca.org

Ch.Suzie Everingham
Deacon 
severingham@gslcelca.org

Jamie De Geer
Director of Music Ministry
jdegeer@gslcelca.org

Becky Howard
Dir. of Children's Ministry
bhoward@gslcelca.org

Julie Deay
Church Business Administrator
jdeay@gslcelca.org

Brenda Ogroski
Administrative Assistant
bogroski@gslcelca.org

Jennifer Makowski
Accountant/Communications
jmakowski@gslcelca.org 

Kathy Rebholz
Dir. Building Blocks Preschool
krebholz@gslcelca.org

Cathy Putz/Leslie Markovits
Office Assistants
cputz@gslcelca.org
lmarkovits@gslcelca.org

Keith Kolander
Organist

Karen Kallansrud,
Accompanist
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