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The Essential Jesus – Image of God
Small Group Discussion Guide
Week 4 | February 8, 2026

Opening Prayer
God of grace,
Open our eyes to see your likeness in every human being.
Open our hearts to honor the sacred connection that binds us together.
Teach us to see as Jesus sees, to value what you call good,
and to live into the holy Conversation that holds us all. Amen.

Sermon Summary
This week in The Essential Jesus, we turned from Jesus’ essential actions to Jesus’ essential perspective—beginning with the foundational claim that every human being is made in the image of God. Drawing from Genesis, the Gospel of John, and Paul’s letter to the Galatians, the sermon reminded us that belovedness is not earned, restricted, or hierarchical, but given freely by God to all people.
By reframing creation as a sacred, relational Conversation that continues in and through Christ, the sermon challenged us to see humanity as bound together in dignity and worth. Jesus does not erase difference, but truly sees people as they are—honoring their full humanity while affirming their belovedness. Living this truth reshapes how we practice justice, accountability, and community, calling us to choose relationship over rivalry and compassion over control.

Key Sermon Quotes (verbatim)
· “Every. Single. Human. Precious children of God.”
· “All of humanity reflects the image of God.”
· “The Conversation carries on, in, among, and around us still.”
· “We belong in God’s Conversation. We belong to each other.”
· “As soon as we name another human as the enemy, we’ve denied their belovedness.”
Primary Scripture Readings
· Genesis 1:26–27 – Humanity created in the image of God
· John 1:1–13 – The Word / Conversation through whom all things were made
· Galatians 3:26–29 – All are one in Christ Jesus
Additional Suggested Bible Readings
1. Psalm 8:3–6 – Humanity crowned with glory and honor
2. Colossians 1:15–20 – Christ holding all things together
3. James 3:9–10 – Bearing God’s likeness in how we speak of others

Icebreaker
When was a time you felt truly seen for who you are—not just tolerated, but valued?

Discussion Questions
1. The sermon insists that every human being bears God’s image—“No exceptions.”
What makes this belief easy to affirm in theory but difficult to live out in practice?
2. How does understanding creation as an ongoing Conversation change the way you think about your connection to others?
3. Paul says there is no hierarchy of worth in Christ.
Where do you still see hierarchies of value operating in society—or even in the church?
4. The sermon cautions against being “blind” to difference.
Why is it important to truly see one another’s identities rather than erase them?
5. What does it look like to hold both accountability and belovedness at the same time?
6. How might believing that another person’s needs matter as much as your own reshape relationships, communities, or public life?

What Next? – Practicing the Way of Jesus
· Pay attention this week to moments when you are tempted to dismiss, stereotype, or ignore another person’s experience.
· Practice seeing each person you encounter as fully bearing God’s image.
· Choose one relationship where you will intentionally strengthen connection rather than add tension.
Closing Prayer
God of love, remind us who we are and whose we are. Help us see your image reflected in every face.
Bind us together in grace, that we may join your work of healing and hope in the world. Amen.
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