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Small Group Discussion Guide
Week 6 | October 4, 2026
Sermon Recap
Throughout GIFTED, we have explored the remarkable variety of ways the Holy Spirit equips God's people. But Paul reminds us that even the most impressive spiritual gifts can miss the point if they are not rooted in love. Jesus gives us another image in John 15: “I am the vine. You are the branches.” We bear lasting fruit not by striving harder, but by abiding in Jesus, receiving Christ's love, and allowing that love to flow through the gifts God has given us. The sermon series may be ending, but this is meant to be a beginning—a life of deeper purpose, fruitfulness, connection, and joy.
Opening Prayer
Holy Spirit, thank you for every gift you have placed within your people. Root us deeply in the love of Jesus so that everything we say and do grows from that love. Help us discern where our gifts meet your purpose and the world's needs, and give us courage to say yes when you call. Amen.
Icebreaker
What is something you do that makes you lose track of time because it brings you joy or makes you feel especially alive?
Key Points
1. Gifts without love miss the point.
Paul names remarkable spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 13—tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith, and generosity—but insists that without love they mean to nothing.
2. Fruitfulness begins by abiding in Jesus.
Jesus does not first tell the branches to work harder. Jesus tells them to remain connected to the vine. We receive Christ's love before we are sent to share that love.
3. Our gifts are meant to bear fruit.
God has chosen and gifted us to participate in God's work in the world. There is deep joy when our gifts meet God's purpose and the needs around us.
Key Quotes
“We can have incredible gifts, but if we miss the single most important gift, Love, we miss the whole point.”
“It is my hope and prayer that today is not the end, but a beginning.”
“There is no greater joy than when your gifts meet God’s purpose and the world’s needs.”
“First, we abide in Jesus. So that we can love others as he has loved us.”
Bible Readings
1 Corinthians 13
Paul places love at the center of his teaching about spiritual gifts. Gifts exercised without love lose their purpose.
John 15:4–17
Jesus calls us to abide in Christ, love one another, and bear fruit that lasts.
1 Corinthians 12:4–7
Different gifts come from the same Spirit and are given for the common good.
1 Peter 4:10–11
Use whatever gift you have received to serve others as faithful stewards of God's grace.
Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think Paul places 1 Corinthians 13 directly in the middle of his teaching about spiritual gifts?
2. Can you think of an example of a genuine gift—leadership, teaching, generosity, prophecy, knowledge—that could become harmful if separated from love?
3. Jesus says, “Abide in me.” What practices help you remain rooted in Jesus and in Christ's love?
4. Where have you experienced the intersection described in the sermon: your gifts + God's purpose + the world's needs?
5. What tends to keep you from saying yes when you sense God calling you—fear, time, uncertainty, feeling unqualified, something else?
6. The sermon ends by emphasizing connection. What are ways you see the connectedness of the church in positive ways? How could we strengthen that connection? 
What's Next?
The series is ending. The discernment continues. Ask these three questions in prayer this week:
How is God calling me to use my spiritual gifts in my daily life?
How is God calling me to use my spiritual gifts in my church?
How would my life—and my heart—be different if I used these gifts to the full?
Choose one concrete next step.
Take the assessment. Talk with someone who knows you well. Try a new ministry. Mentor someone. Serve somewhere your heart is already being drawn. Then pay attention to the fruit.
Closing Prayer
Jesus, you are the vine and we are the branches. Keep us rooted in your love. Free us from comparison, fear, and the need to prove ourselves. Help us use every gift you have given with humility and love. Lead us toward the people and places where those gifts can bear fruit, and fill us with the joy that comes from participating in your work. Amen.
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