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Unity - A Series in Ephesians
 
It has been exciting to journey through the book of

2 Corinthians together this summer as we
hear Paul's faithful witness to how God's
love for us in Christ truly changes
everything. As we enter into July we will
move into a sermon series in Ephesians
entitled "Unity." All throughout
Ephesians, we hear a reminder, an
invitation, and a call to the Church to be
one. Paul writes:
 
"There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above
all and through all and in all." - Ephesians 4:4-6
 
This prayer and call to unity in the Church began with Jesus' own prayer the
night of his arrest. "Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given
me, so that they may be one, as we are one." - John 17:11
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The wisdom of Scripture, and how relevant and applicable these Spirit-breathed
words remain even today, never ceases to amaze me. From the very inception
of the Church the danger of division and disagreement lurked in the shadows.
Jesus knew this. Paul and the apostles knew this. One of the biggest gifts of
Christianity to the world is how Christ can unify people across our differences.
The Church's invitation to be one, in spite of all the barriers that separate, was
revolutionary then and it is still revolutionary today. In a world that feels like it is
regressing more and more into divided camps, different tribes, and is continually
erecting boundaries as response to our collective fear and anxiety, the Church
has a powerful counter-message to share. The Church's call to unity is a healing
message that the world is starving to hear.
 
What is unity in the church? Does unity mean agreement? Does unity mean we
all act the same or think the same? Share the same opinions? According to Paul
in Romans 12 (and Corinthians 12), it appears it is far more complex than that.
"For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another." - Romans 12:4-5
 
It seems that our unity is actually most powerful in our diversity. The beauty of
this unity in the Christian community is that we are different and unique, and yet
we do not let these distinctions divide us. Rather, we use them in compliment
with one another for the sake of the world. The unity of the Church is not
rooted in sameness, but rooted in how we see and value one another as
children of God. I see the difference in my brother, and I love him for what he
brings to the community. I see the difference in my sister and yet value her
perspective as important, making the body of Christ, the Church, whole. The
counter-cultural message of the Gospel is that all those markers of distinction
that the world would see as dividers or barriers, we Christians see as trivial and
unimportant when compared to the surpassing wonder of knowing Christ who
died and was raised to unite us all in love and mission. When we live under the
unity of Christ, honoring and valuing one another in our differences, we model a
very, very different way of life. We truly become a city on a hill, a light of
reconciliation for all the world to see. May we set aside all that would divide us
and live this life of unity in Christ to which we have been called.
 
"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
the one body. And be thankful." - Colossians 3:15
 
Pastor Josh

Glenn Kraft 
Council President

  
"Unicorn Church" Really!
 
It's been awhile now since I've heard Pastor Rich refer to
Good Shepherd as a "Unicorn Church."  When he first

mentioned this, I was confused.  However, over the last 3 years, Cindy and I have
had the opportunity to serve on the Development Council for World Hunger for



the ELCA Campaign. In doing so, we have been exposed to many more ELCA
congregations. Pastor Rich was noticing what I now see more fully. We have just
so much going on... and that is "unicorn weird" compared to so many churches. 
In fact, we have so much going on, it's hard to see it all. The WHIRL Involvement
Team did a great job cataloging all known groups, which is maintained in the
narthex for reference. The Strategic Planning Task Force organized our mission
in four ministry areas: Invite, Nurture, Accompany and Commission. And this
month, we will finally see an Organization Chart, which will be displayed across
from the mailboxes. When you see our organization in one glance, it is
energizing to see the variety of groups, the leadership of our staff and members
and the breadth of our ministry.    
 
When the nine Strategic Action Teams were chartered in February, I was a bit
concerned that we might be stretching to start so much. However, I am pleased
to report that we have forward momentum on all Action Teams and some teams
report having more than ten participants. These teams are reporting regularly to
Council to ensure the strategic direction is fully understood, supported and
promoted. In addition, our Stewardship Team is charging ahead to incite
generosity in our abundance. We have been fortunate to have some members
close the $70,000 budget shortfall. However, I encourage members who are
able (small or large) to join the giving momentum as we endeavor to end the
year in a solid surplus. Please recall that part of our Capital Campaign was for
routine equipment replacement (A/C units, etc.) that are long overdue. An
ongoing surplus provides for those needs going forward.
 
It is also exciting to see the results of our Capital Campaign come alive in the
kitchen and bathroom renovations. Thank you FMPC for your diligent work as
you are already working on the parking and canopy project. In addition, the
Technology Team is close to initiating the wi-fi and computer enhancements,
which will aid us in moving our capabilities in technology forward. If you have
not had the opportunity to donate to the campaign, please participate as you
are able.
 
Good Shepherd is indeed a Unicorn Church.  We have a blessed constellation of
time, talent, resources and passion to live out our mission as Church-Together.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as President for these next two
years. 
 
Glenn Kraft

Becky Howard
 Director of Children & Family Ministry

 bhoward@gslcelca.org 
 
 
 

Summer Sunday School/Children's Church Underway
This summer, we offer Children's Church during the 9:30
service for preschool through elementary age children. 
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Children's Church runs through July 29. During this  program,
children begin in worship with their families at the 9:30
service. After a short children's message, our leaders will
lead them to nearby classrooms for child-focused activities.
Children will rejoin their parents in worship just prior to Holy
Communion. Looking forward to a great summer of learning,
laughing and growing together!
 

Take Out Church - 
This summer, bring a
Take Out Church box with you on
your family travels. Included in
the box are ways that your
family can praise God, grow in

faith and share God's love with others! Grab a
box outside of Becky Howard's office throughout
the summer.
 

Good Shepherd Family Games &
Grill Event
Sunday, July 8th | 12 - 2 pm
BBQ, Potluck, Games & s'Mores!

 
Vacation Bible School | July 30 - August 3
VBS is offered to children age 4 (by August 1) through
those entering 5th grade in August.  REGISTRATION
DEADLINE - JULY 10th. Registration info online and in
the narthex !
 
It will take a LOT of hands to put together this week of

faith-filled fun for our young friends and we still have many spots to fill.  
 Whether you are in middle school, high school or an adult with a passion for
sharing your love of faith-filled fun with our youth, we'd love to have you on our
team! Please contact Becky Howard or 636-391-6685 to find out how you can be
a part of this year's VBS adventure.  
 
2018 Middle School Summer Fun! 
July and August Events
Register outside of Becky's office or 1st level Youth Hut

Wed. July 11 Incredibles 2 - pizza and movie 6 - 9 pm. Cost $8, RSVP by 7/3

Fri. July 20-21 Summer Fun lock-in, 7pm, Fri. 7pm - Sat. 8am, no cost, RSVP by
7/15

Sun. July 22 12-1pm VBS Middle School Junior Guide Volunteer Lunch &
Training - Volunteer registration due by 7/10; lunch meeting
RSVP by 7/19

July 30-Aug. 3 VBS Week - middle school junior guides needed 9am-12pm M-F

Wed. Aug. 1 12-2 pm -  Xtreme VBS for middle school youth - no cost, RSVP
by 7/30
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Sun. Aug 12 12-2 pm Back-to-school block-party. No cost, please RSVP by
8/6. Registration information outside Becky's office or at the
lower level Youth Club Hut.

 

Feed My Starving Children 
 Have your calendars ready on August 11 & 12

 
We will officially open registration for the Feed
My Starving Children Mobile Pack those dates. 
 

Did you know that 6,200 children die each DAY of  hunger-related causes?
 
Please SAVE: 

2 hours to pack with us in October any of these days: October 10th-
14th. You'll be able to register on line or in the narthex, so look at your
schedule now. Our goal this year is 850,000 meals which will feed 2,329
kids.
Each meal costs $.25 so gather your coins and dollar bills to help us pay for
the meals. We need $187,000 to make this goal.  Each adult packs $50
worth of food and every donation helps us closer to our goal. 

Turn hunger into hope with your own two hands!

College Students!
  

We will ask God's blessing on your school year with a special send-off on August
12th. We would also like the following information from you before you leave for
school, so that we can keep up with you and cheer you on! As soon as you get
this information, please email to Pastor Amy or put it in box #39. Even if you
have filled a form out in the past and nothing has changed, please fill it out
again!
 

You may copy and paste this table into an email to Pr. Amy and then fill it out!
Name  

College  

College
Address

 

Email
Address

 

Cell# for
GroupMe
Text
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Fellowship of Lutheran Youth - FLY
Pastor Amy Stewart
Director of Youth Ministry
astewart@gslcelca.org 

 
Those who hope in the Lord will renew their

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles.  Isaiah 40:31
 
FLY Schedule
June 26 -
July 2

42 youth and adults to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX!!!
 

July 8 12-2pm, GSLC Family BBQ and game day (sign up in the narthex and
consider helping with face painting or crafts for even part of the
time)

July 13-15 FLY Families at the Farm (details have been emailed; see Pastor Amy
for more info on this FLY favorite retreat for youth, parents, and
siblings!)

 
July 25 5:45-7pm, drop off and pick up at Flying Spider; cost is $15 and

requires a signed parent waiver; please let Pastor Amy know if you
are interested

 
Aug 1 6-8:30 pm - FLY service project and game or movie night (FLY

choice!)
 

Kathy Rebholz
Director, Building Blocks Preschool
krebholz@gslcelca.org
 
The unlisted YouTube video shown at the completion
ceremony is below. Have a crazy, beautiful summer and may

God watch over you in whatever you do and wherever you go. 
 

2017-2018 Building Blocks Year End Video

You Can Play an Important Role in our Stephen Ministry...
 

 
A new training class for Stephen Ministers is
beginning soon! To find out more about what
this ministry has to offer, contact Pastor Wolf
or one of our Stephen Leaders. More
information and sign up is on the display table
in the narthex.
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Stewardship 
 Christina Kling-Garrett & Rob Peglar, Co-chairs

 
Sheep Stuff
Every year, during the first week of June, something magically-musical happens
at Good Shepherd - Music Camp. It's a wonderful tradition where children from
in- and outside the congregation use their artistic and musical talents to learn a
play and create the sets, in one week, and present it as a worship service to the
congregation.
 
This year's musical, All About That Baby,
was a unique look at the birth of Jesus
from the point of view of a shepherd boy
and his sheep. If you saw the
presentation, or even heard the
soundtrack in passing, I guarantee one
song stuck with you - "Sheep Stuff." It
was a hip-hop rap by the sheep, with the
Chorus (complete with dance moves
from a current video game) singing a
rousing vocal of "Baa Baa. / B-baa Baa!"
 
The song made me laugh the first time I
heard it because it was so whimsical. But
after watching the kids perform it several
times, different lines started catching my
attention. My favorite is: "Put your trust
in the One Who is faithful and true. Keep
walkin' in His footsteps; He'll show you
what to do! That's the wisdom of sheep
stuff! Yeah, we're talking about sheep stuff!"
 
As the Stewardship team continues to grow, we are looking for new ways to
reach out to the congregation and talk about "sheep stuff" - especially how to
continue to walk in His way to share our time, talent, and treasure. In August,
Stewardship will send out a congregation-wide survey to discuss how we can
Expand the Joy at Good Shepherd. I encourage you to watch for this survey and
to share your thoughts with us.
 
In the words of Pastor Rich, "May the Lord bless you and keep you, may the
Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may the Lord turn his
face toward you and give you sheep."

Bible Studies & Adult Education
  

The following Bible Studies are on break and will resume in the fall:

Monday Night Bible Study



Sunday Morning Bible Study
Sunday Morning Adult Topical Discussion
Naomi Circle
CG's Bible Study

Men's Bible Breakfast | Thursday Mornings | 6:15-7:15 at the Winchester St.
Louis Bread Co. New Study - We'll explore what Biblical stories mean to people
around the world. "Multiple meanings: Leaning from other interpretations" Four
sessions written by seminary Prof. Mark Powell. Join us for coffee, fellowship,
and inspiring  discussion.  For more info contact Shawn Geurkink.
 
All Anew Women's Bible Study  - Meets the 2nd Monday of each month at
7:00pm in the Fireside Room. For more information contact Vicki Haugen-
571.235.3935, Kim Sherwood-636.236.8601 or Marilyn Jones-636.394.3904.

 
 
Cool off with Brews and Hymns: 

Summer Edition!   
 

July 20th | 7-9pm @ The Wolf
 
 

Visual Arts Group - This is a weekly opportunity
for people interested in creating art in a group
setting. All GSLC members at any artistic level are
welcome to come to work on their art and share

with others. All visual art media are encouraged - drawing, painting (acrylic and
water mixable only), water colors, digital art, sculpture, etc. Meetings are
Wednesday, 9:00 am - noon in GSLC Room 108. Contact Milt Blood , Paul
Markovits, or Tom Schoenherr for more information. For information on GSLC
small groups please click on the small group section of our website.
 
Afternoon Gamin' Gals - 1st Monday of each month at 1:00 pm in Room 108. Join
us for cards, snacks and fellowship.
 
GSLC Book Club - 3rd Tues.-Monthly 7:30pm - Fireside Rm. Contact for book list:
Emily Horning @ emilyhaydenhorning@yahoo.com
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry-3rd Tues.-Monthly - 10:00 am  Fireside | Contact: Barb
Rouse 636.256.1933
 
Mission Sewing - 3rd.Tues.-Monthly -  9:00am  | Rm. 150 Contact: Sandi Bahr
Sandi1979bahr@outlook.com.
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Summer Potluck - Watch the announcements for future dates. For more
information, contact Jan Hammer @ 314.608.6744.
 
Parenting Small Group - Parents of LGBTQ children. Contact: Laura Neuwirth
314.749.6386 or lkneuwirth@gmail.com.

Cancer-Now What? 
 
Have you noticed Good Shepherd's Cancer-Now What?
Ministry has a new look? Cancer-
Now What? books, Giver's Guides,

and other materials dealing with cancer are now
available on the attractive, functional shelving next to
the Information Desk. Here are reminders about how
this ministry works:
 
1. Take a book. Cancer-Now What? books are always
available to anyone at no charge. Simply fill out a card
(on the top shelf) and place it in the provided envelope.
 
2. Give the book. A complementary Giver's Guide
provides ideas for giving the book to a person facing cancer or to his or her
family member.
 
3. As you are able, give a gift for Cancer-Now What? Ministry. Offering
envelopes are available on the top shelf. Each book with Giver's Guide costs $20,
but because of the generosity of Good Shepherd members, these books are
available free of charge to anyone who needs one.

Service Team - Janie Wolfangel
  

As you know the Service Team helps to organize many service
related activities within the church and July will be no
exception. Please check your bulletin for information
regarding a collection of school supplies for Shaw Elementary

and A Christmas in July event to help First Step Back Home.
 
The Food Bin collection in July will go to Gateway 180. This agency is the largest
emergency shelter for women, children and families in Missouri. The
organization and its leadership are focused on ending homelessness in our
community. Gateway 180 has 110 beds and is open 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year.
 

The items requested are: canned fruit, canned meat, canned vegetables,
macaroni & cheese and boxes of cereal.

 
Monthly Benevolence Fund: Each month the Service Team has a theme which
helps guide the selection of recipients for that month's Benevolence Fund
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distribution. The theme for June was Men's Needs. The team researched several
agencies and was able to help: St. Peter and Paul Community Center and Home
Sweet Home.
 
One of the agencies we are supporting is Home Sweet Home. The mission of
this organization is to give families a sense of pride and to improve the quality of
their lives by providing basic household furnishings.
 
The Service Team meets on the First Monday of the Month. The next meeting
will be Monday - July 9, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205! Please join us - we are always
looking for new members. 

  
 

A Lesson in Love 
  

On Sunday morning June 3 Good Shepherd
welcomed visitors from the Magdalene St. Louis

(MSL) residential home empowering women to live free from addiction, abuse
and sexual exploitation. Resident Anika gave temple talks that recapped her
life's experience of abuse and addiction, and now healing as she lives at the
Magdalene House. Between services another resident Lisa and MSL Director
Michelle held a meet and greet time in the narthex. That week Bravely, a social
enterprise designed by the residents, celebrated its 3rd birthday. That afternoon
a gathering of support, sales and more education was held at the Haugen home
to celebrate this milestone in the life of the MSL. Truly words have power! We
thank the members of Good Shepherd as they responded to this lesson in love
and hope. Hopefully we will continue listening and supporting these ladies in
their journey toward healing. Love is and can be brave! Check out their
website and let us know if you would like to be involved. If interested, contact
Vicki Haugen, Dawn Schwab, Kim Sherwood or Carol Ziemann. Kudos to Verill
Johnson who applied for Thrivent Action Team funds to support these activities.

 

A "Wink" from the Welcome Ministry Team
 by: Elliott Haugen

 
Recent sermons have focused on Paul's second letter to the
Corinthians. We are reminded how he and other disciples
helped spread the message of Jesus Christ and that each of
us is the church. Good Shepherd is blessed by and built on that message. Our
members nurture and expand the church by sharing God's message through our
love, caring, service and shared activities.
 

"Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it."
 1 Corinthians 12:27

 
Jesus is the heart of our body and our faith journey, while our limbs represent
the relationships we develop to deepen our faith. An example of our role as the
church is Good Shepherd's welcome ministry which is a shared
love affair that involves all of you. Therefore, the Welcome
Team wants to remind you:

http://www.magdalenestl.org/


How thankful we are for your help to greet and involve
members and visitors.   
If you meet someone who is a first-time visitor, please
give them a Welcome packet and small, knit prayer patch.
These are located atthe Welcome center, near the front
(Costco side) entrance. The prayer patches feature the
image of a cross and a tag stating "You are loved!"
Members are also encouraged to take one of these comforting reminders
of God's shared love.
Please remind visitors or others that there will be an information session
in July for those interested in learning more about Good Shepherd. This
two-part session will be held at noon on Sunday, July 22 (Room 205) and
at 9:30 on Sunday, July 29 (Fireside Room). Anyone wishing to join will be
welcomed on Sunday, August 12 at the 9:30 service.

Note: A "wink" is a brief form of communications that implies a hello or friendly
greeting. Watch for future Winks with thoughts and information about Good
Shepherd's shared welcoming ministry. 

GSLC Book Club
  

Summer is upon us! Stretch out in a hammock and enjoy one of our selections.
We meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month in the Fireside Room and we'd love to
have you join us! 

Joshua by Joseph Girzone (July 17)
Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover (Aug 21)
The Power by Naomi Alderman (Sept 18)
The Radium Girls by Kate Moore (Oct 16)
A State of Freedom by Neel Mukherjee (Nov 20)
Fly Boys by James Bradley (Dec 18)

 Questions or to be added to the email list: emilyhaydenhorning@yahoo.com

Our Staff
  

Pastor Rich Wolf
 Senior Pastor

 rwolf@gslcelca.org
 

Pastor Josh Brecht
 Associate Pastor

 jbrecht@gslcelca.org

Pastor Amy Stewart
 Director of Youth Ministry

 astewart@gslcelca.org

Ch.Suzie Everingham
 Deacon 

 severingham@gslcelca.org

Jamie De Geer
 Director of Music Ministry

 jdegeer@gslcelca.org

Becky Howard
 Dir. of Children's Ministry

 bhoward@gslcelca.org
 

Julie Deay
 Business Administrator

 jdeay@gslcelca.org

Brenda Ogroski
 Administrative Assistant

 bogroski@gslcelca.org
 

Jennifer Makowski
 Accountant/Communications

jmakowski@gslcelca.org 

Kathy Rebholz
Dir. Building Blocks Preschool

 krebholz@gslcelca.org

Cathy Putz/Leslie Markovits
Office Assistants

 cputz@gslcelca.org

Keith Kolander, 
Organist
Karen Kallansrud, Accompanist
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lmarkovits@gslcelca.org
 

Gail Brecht, Deacon
Contemporary Worship Leader
gbrecht@gslcelca.org

 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 327 Woods Mill Rd., Manchester, MO 63011

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by jdeay@gslcelca.org in collaboration with

Try it free today

mailto:lmarkovits@gslcelca.org
mailto:gbrecht@gslcelca.org
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001RgvbKVLa7a57awduZwn-hY736AnpYZpC&t=001Z_VBcxAIBI6waobXqF_8fw%3D%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkfVyM7fZrPIN4Vwuo46ODq5&llr=w7flu7cab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=w7flu7cab&m=1102619973526&ea=jdeay@gslcelca.org&a=1130847870641&id=preview
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?mse=001RgvbKVLa7a57awduZwn-hfwq6cuft5hMM3bPP93Ss4W24JgzE2E8Vw%3D%3D&t=001Z_VBcxAIBI6waobXqF_8fw%3D%3D&lang=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&reason=001IqezpQbqEsU%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkfVyM7fZrPIN4Vwuo46ODq5&llr=w7flu7cab&p=oo
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/service-provider?cc=about-service-provider
mailto:jdeay@gslcelca.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?pn=faithbased&id=preview
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?pn=faithbased&id=preview

