
 December 24, 2020 • Christmas Eve 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

     who was in the beginning, 

     who makes a dwelling among us, 

     who covers us with justice and mercy. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P:  God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

C:  we confess that we have sinned against you 

     and our neighbors. 

     We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

     We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

     In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

     those we know and those known only to you, 

     for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

     Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

P:  Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

     God forgives us all our sins, 

     not through our own work, 

     but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

     With all who come to the manger, 

     rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN                                                         O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                     #283 
 

O come all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold him 

Born the king of angels 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

Christ the Lord 

  

The highest most holy 

Light of light eternal 

Born of a virgin a mortal he comes 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

Christ the Lord 

 

Sing choirs of angels 

Sing in exultation 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above 

Glory to God 

In the highest  

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

O come let us adore him 

Christ the Lord 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

  

P:  Let us pray. 

      Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with brightness of true Light. Grant that here on  

      earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness 

      of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

      Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 



 

A READING FROM ISAIAH 7:14; 9:6    

  

Christ’s Coming Is Foretold 

  

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 

son, and will call him Emmanuel. …For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 

will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

  

R: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

ALCM VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CAROL               Angels We Have Heard on High           arr. Anne Krentz 

 

Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o'er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

  

Shepherds why this jubilee 

Why your joyous strains prolong 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav'nly song   

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

 

Come to Bethlehem and see  

Him whose birth the angels sing 

Come adore on bended knee 

Christ the Lord the newborn king 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A READING FROM LUKE 1:26-38 

  

The Angel Appears to Mary 

  

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a 

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus…  “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am 

a virgin?” The angel  answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God… “I am the Lord’s 

servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. 
 

 R:  Word of God, Word of life. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

HYMN                                                  It Came upon the Midnight Clear                                       #282    

  

It came upon the midnight clear 

That glorious song of old 

From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold 

Peace on the earth good will to all 

From heav'n's all-gracious king 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing 

  

For lo the days are hast'ning on 

By prophets seen of old 

When with the ever-circling years 

Shall come the time foretold 

When peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient splendors fling 

And all the world give back the song 

Which now the angels sing 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 

                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A READING FROM MATTHEW 1:18-23 

  

The Angel Appears to Joseph 

  

This is how the birth of Jesus came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, 

but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because 

Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 

in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they 

will call him Emmanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 

  

R: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

HYMN                                                         Once in Royal David’s City                                                #269 

  

Once in royal David's city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed 

Where a mother laid her baby 

In a manger for his bed 

Mary was that mother mild 

Jesus Christ her little child 

  

He came down to earth from heaven 

Who is God and Lord of all 

And his shelter was a stable 

And his cradle was a stall 

With the poor and meek and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy 

 Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A READING FROM LUKE 2:1-7 

  

The Birth of Christ 

  

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world… And everyone went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and 

line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth 

to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in bands of cloth and placed him in a manger, because there 

was no room for them in the inn. 

  

R: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

HYMN                                                         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                       #270 

  

Hark The herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful all you nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With angelic hosts proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark The herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 
  Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 A READING FROM LUKE 2:8-15 

  

The Shepherds Go to Bethlehem 

  

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: You will find the baby wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” 

  

R: Word of God, Word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

ANTHEM                                                        Song of the Shepherds                                          Lloyd Larson 

 

 

 

A READING FROM MATTHEW 2:1-2, 7-11 

  

The Wise Men are Led by the Star to Jesus. 

  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 

star in the east and have come to worship him.” … Then Herod called the wise men secretly and 

found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, 

“Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 

go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went their way, and the star they had seen 

in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 

the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 

gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.   

  

R: Word of God, Word of life.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                                          Pastor Josh Brecht 
 

 

 

 



 

PRAYERS 

 

P:  Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who  

are in need. 

 

P:  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to   

you, in the name of Jesus. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

OFFERING   

Offerings can be made online or mailed to the church office. Thank you for your continuous  

support to our ministry during this time. 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      

                                   

                                 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN                                                      O Little Town of Bethlehem                      Led by the Christmas Choir 

  

O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 

  

For Christ is born of Mary 

And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep the angels keep 

Their watch of wond'ring love 

O morning stars together 

Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the king 

And peace to all the earth 

  

How silently how silently 

The wondrous gift is giv'n 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of his heav'n 

No ear may hear his coming 

But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will receive him still 

The dear Christ enters in 

  

O holy child of Bethlehem 

Descend to us we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 

Be born in us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell 

Oh come to us abide with us 

Our Lord Immanuel 
 Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIGHT CEREMONY  

  

As a visual symbol of Christ, the Light of the World, light is seen throughout the church. Please light a 

candle during the singing of “Silent Night”. 
 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN                            Silent Night, Holy Night!                                            #281 

 

Silent night holy night 

All is calm all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child 

Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

  

Silent night holy night 

Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 

Christ the Savior is born 

Christ the Savior is born 

  

Silent night holy night 

Son of God love's pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus Lord at your birth 

Jesus Lord at your birth 
 Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 
 

 

 

READING                                                                                                                                                John 1:1-5, 14 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 

 

 



BENEDICTION 

 

P:  Almighty God, 

     who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

     proclaimed joy through the angels, 

     sent the shepherds with good news, 

     and led the magi by a star, 

     bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

C:  Amen. 

 
 

HYMN                                                                          Joy to the World                                                                   #267 

  

Joy to the world the Lord is come 

Let earth receive her king 

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

And heav'n and nature sing 

And heav'n and nature sing 

And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing 

  

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love 

And wonders of his love 

And wonders wonders of his love 
 Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

P:  Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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